


Geri Kleinpell, Broker Realtor, HHIA Board  

Serving this community’s Real Estate needs for 30 years 
and  glad to have the opportunity to serve on the  Board 
of the Hacienda Heights Improvement Assoc.  

Congratula ons to HHIA for 75 yrs of Community Service. 

Call me 562-533-6168 for your Real Estate needs. 

Below are some highlights during my me on the HHIA Board of Directors: 

1. Appointed as a Commissioner by Sup Janice Hahn as Commissioner to the  Assessment  Appeals Board 

2. My father, John Wong was awarded posthumously the Congressional Gold Medal of Honor 

3. I was recognized for Asian Pacific History Month by Rep. Young Kim 

4. Par cipated  with HHIA in the HH July 4th parade  and our entry won 1st Place.  Thanks to Valley Vista 
Services for allowing us to use their Truck 

5. Represented HHIA  at several community events  



PRESIDENT’S LETTER 
 

 

            
 
 
A Message of Hope 

 
 
In the words of Martin Luther King:  “If we are to have peace on earth…our loyalties 
must transcend our race, our tribe, our class, and our nation; and this means we must 
develop a world perspective”  
 
Much has transpired since the organizing of the North Whittier Heights Improvement 
Association in 1948; the forerunner of the Hacienda Heights Improvement Association. 
We celebrate our 75th Anniversary steeped in traditions and hopeful we support our 
community over the next many years.  We are entering a new year, one ripe with 
challenges and strife, another year where we as a community and as a nation have another 
chance to develop a perspective on how we treat each other and portray ourselves as 
being deserving of being treated with kindness and care.  We will reap what we sow. 
 
 
Change is a frightening prospect as we must leave our comfort zones and venture into the 
“unknown.”  What comes as a surprise, for those who have started the journey of change, 
is that we have been on this road before during times in our lives when we were 
overwhelmed maybe with sadness or in our pursuit of life harmony.  We survived those 
times.  It has been said that we will never be given a challenge that we are incapable of 
conquering as long as we remember, our attitude determines our altitude.  
 
 

 



 
 
 
 

ARTICLE II:  PURPOSE/MISSION  
 
 
The specific and primary purposes for which this corporation is formed 
are: 
 

1. To foster and support those projects of improvement and development 
that will make Hacienda Heights a better place in which to live, and to do 
all things lawful and necessary and needful in connection therewith. 

 
2. To develop and foster proper zoning and land use in the Hacienda 

Heights Unincorporated Community, assist the Los Angeles County 
Regional Planning Commission, and the Board of Supervisors, in studies, 
zone change requests, and other matters pertaining to land use in our area. 

 
3. To unite in interest all of the property owners and residents of 

Hacienda Heights for the purpose of creating (non-partisan) community 
interest, and to effect a combined influence on matters pertaining to the 
development and welfare of Hacienda Heights. 
 



 

 
 

 
 

 



 

Organized 1948 Incorporated 1955 Website:  www.hhia.net 

 
ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING AGENDA 

Wednesday, January 18, 2023 
Hacienda Heights Community Center 

1234 Valencia Ave., Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 
 

I.   Registration of Members and Guests 

a) Membership Chairperson to verify members and VIP guests 
b) Public Relations Chairperson to sign in guests 
c) Vice President for general reception 

II.   Call to Order by the President 

a) Invocation  
b) Presentation of the colors   
c) Flag Salute 
d) National Anthem 
e) Introduction of guests representing Local, State, Federal 

Government, LA Co. support services & community services 
f) Extend thanks to Kiwins/Key Club Members serving food and 

Jay Munns, Musician 

Adjourn for Dinner 

III.   President’s Report 

a) 2022 Accomplishments 
b) Projects under way 
c) 2022 Goals-Status 

 

 

 



 

Organized 1948 Incorporated 1955 Website:  www.hhia.net 

IV.   Reports / Recognition 

a) Committee Reports 
b) Nominate Audit Committee Chairman and 2 HHIA members for 

2022 financial records/activities 
c) Presentation of Scrolls / Plaques / Certificates  

• Outgoing Board Members 

V.    New Business 

a) Membership Vote: 2023 Revised HHIA Bylaws 
b) Introduction of 2023 Board of Directors 
c) Recognition of previous HHIA Board Members 

 

VI.    Announcements 

 

VII.  Adjournment @ ________PM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next monthly HHIA Board Meeting is scheduled for Monday, January 23, 2023, 7:00 PM at the 
Hacienda Heights Community Center, 1234 Valencia Ave. Hac. Hgts., CA 91745 



 

 
  

 
 
 

 
 

 

3,886 acres 
of public 
open space

To learn more, scan the QR code or visit 
www.habitatauthority.org.

Protecting the 
natural habitat of 
birds and wildlife

Providing 
outdoor 
recreation for 
the community

Assisting 
ZLWK�ZLOGƮUH�
preparedness 
and emergency 
response







HISTORY 
A LOOK BACK OVER THE HISTORY OF THE HHIA 

 
As the celebration of our 75th anniversary of HHIA approaches, it is interesting to look back over how our 
community has changed over the years and what part HHIA has had in guiding its development. 
 
During Spanish rule, Hacienda Heights was a part of Rancho La Puente operated by nearby Mission San 
Gabriel.  John Rowland and William Workman acquired the rancho in 1845 as a Mexican land grant.  The 
Lucky Baldwin family ultimately acquired the land which was sold in 1912 to Edwin Hart and Jet Torrance 
who subdivided the area and named it North Whittier.  The land produced avocado, citrus and walnut 
orchards. 
 
Our organization had its beginning when the North Whittier Heights Association was established on June 
12, 1914.  An article in the Los Angeles Evening Herald reported that the “Purchasers in North Whittier (as 
Hacienda Heights was called at the time) citrus and walnut land subdivision held a meeting… at which time 
they organized the North Whittier Heights Improvement Association” (NWHIA).  At the meeting they 
established “committees… to make plans for citrus, walnut and vegetable packing houses and a 
cannery…”.  During the Great Depression, citrus growing became unprofitable and the area gradually 
developed as a suburb in the Los Angeles region.  The NWHIA was incorporated in February of 1955. In 
October of 1962 Incorporation Documents were amended changing the name to the “Hacienda Heights 
Improvement Association” (HHIA).  Since that time, HHIA has become the representative of our 
community with the County of Los Angeles.  We now have a population of over 54,841 (2020 census) and 
an area of 11.2 miles. 
 
The Association through its 75 years has worked to Improve our community and to live up to the motto 
“Growing with Pride” seen on the entrance signs to our Unincorporated Area.  HHIA has long fought 
battles over the creation & expansion of the Puente Hills Landfill and now supports the planning for the 
future passive Landfill Regional Park.   
 
HHIA in the 1980’s worked with the South Coast Air Quality Management District (ACMD) on emission 
standards and violations of regulations by the Puente Hills Landfill and Quemetco, the lead/acid battery 
recycling plant located in the City of Industry within a few hundred feet of residents in Hacienda Heights.   
 
HHIA fought over the years to remove power poles from Hacienda Blvd. with replacement underground 
and in having plantings to beautify the walls along Stimson Ave. and Hacienda Blvd.  We also advocated for 
saving and maintaining palm trees on Hacienda Blvd.  We were successful in having sound walls along the 
Pomona freeway to protect residents from noise and pollution.  The HHIA guided the County in the 
revision of our Community Plan, aided the County in the Parks Need Assessment, and worked with LA 
County Dept. of Parks & Recreation in creating a Dog Park.  The HHIA remains involved with organizations 
planning the future in Active Transportation, Housing Development, and Interim & Supportive Housing.  
The HHIA remains involved with many organizations to include but not limited to: Hillside Open Spaces 
Education Coalition, City of La Habra Heights – Public Safety / Emergency Preparedness Committee, 
Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority, East San Gabriel Valley Area Planning, Puente Hills Landfill 
Park, Hills For Everyone, and San Gabriel Valley Coalition of Governments.    
 
We will continue to advocate for the future of our community.  Please help us in this 
endeavor by supporting HHIA, coming to meetings, and working with us in the coming 
years. 









“Congratulations on your Diamond (75th) 
Anniversary” to  the Hacienda Heights 

Improvement Association (HHIA) 

 
36 years of our 59 years of marriage have been 

spent in this wonderful community. 
 

In remembrance of Irmgard “Sigi” Williams  
Sunrise January 27th 1940    Sunset July 30th 2022 

 
To the love of my life.  

Michael “Mike” Williams, Past President and Life 
member HHIA 





 

  

 
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

 
 

 





70 years of Community Improvement
 

70TH ANNIVERSARY
HACIENDA HEIGHTS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.

1948 2018

Souvenir ProgramPlatinum Anniversary

2018









HHIA BOARD MEMBERS 

 

 



The Hacienda Heights  
Woman’s Club 

Expresses gratitude and deep 
appreciation to the 

HHIA 
For their outstanding dedication  
and service to our community. 

Your time and efforts have  
made a difference. 

 

 
The Hacienda Heights Woman’s Club meets every  

1st Thursday from October - June at 11 am 
Hacienda Heights Community Center 

1234 Valencia Ave., Hacienda Heights 



 

 
 

 
 

 
 

UENTE ILLSP H
REPUBLICAN WOMEN FEDERATED

EDUCATE PARTICIPATECONTRIBUTE PROMOTE

Make a Difference!

PUENTEHILLSWOMEN@GMAIL.COMWWW.PHRWF.ORG



 
 

Appreciation and Recognition 
 

The Board of Directors and Members of the Hacienda Heights Improvement Association want to thank 
everyone who have supported this Social Welfare Organization since our organizing 75 years ago.   

 
This evening’s 2023 Annual Business Meeting and 75th Anniversary Dinner could not have happened without 

the people, businesses, support services, and organizations cited below.  We hope we have recognized 
everyone and if we missed someone, we apologize. 

 
2023 Annual Business Meeting/Dinner Planning Committee: Geri Kleinpell, Cindy Greenup, Lucy 
Pedregon, Adriana Quinones, Mike Williams, Ted Chang, Randy Black, Steven Wu, and Scott Martin. 

 
Each of the committee members contributed to soliciting for donated food and opportunity drawing prizes, 
program advertisers, and event support. 
 
A special thanks to Orange Grove Middle School’s Honor Guard and Los Altos High School’s Vocal Group. 
 

A special thanks to the following for their contributions needed to make this very special Annual Business 
Meeting and 75th Anniversary event successful: 

 
Anita Tao-Huang, DDS 

Casa Blanca 
Cathay Bank 

Casa Jiminez 
Elysee Nails Spa 

Geri Kleinpell 
Hacienda Heights Woman’s Club 

Hacienda Village Meats 
Heidi’s Pharmacy 

Hopstock Chiropractors 
Lucy Pedregon 

Meals on Wheels 
Mike & Sigi Williams 

Pizza Co. 
Polo Cleaners 

Puente Hills Republican Women 
R. Ann Ellis-Hall 

Rene Vargas Party Supply 
Valley Vista Services 

Hacienda Heights Community Center 
Hsi Lai Temple 

Kiwanis Club – Kiwins & Key Club Members 
Jay Munns 

Discover Print Shop 
Starbucks, City of Industry 
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