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PRESIDENT’S CORNER

I

send my personal thanks to the HHIA members and residents of Hacienda Heights who regularly attend our monthly Board of Directors meetings. Your comments and thoughts are immensely valuable. It’s very gratifying to the members of the Board of Directors to see people who
are interested in our community and are concerned about our quality of life.
HHIA continues to respond to the concerns of our residents. Hacienda Heights residents
have raised concerns on a number of issues—cannabis, cellular telephone equipment projects,
streets needing repair, street racing, flash mobs for intersection car performances and many other concerns. Together we can exert concern and influence with our elected officials. We have
supported efforts to insure that whatever Los Angeles County decides on commercial cannabis,
our resident’s concerns and suggestions are heard. We have hosted special meetings to discuss
cellular projects. We keep a list of streets needing repairs. Our committee chairs file monthly
reports on actions and provide information for the residents.
Our 70th Anniversary celebration at the Hacienda Heights Community Center on January 10, 2018
was fantastic. The Jim Davis Beautification Day on Saturday June 30th had a great turn-out. Leading the effort were Board Members Lucy Pedregon and Jennifer Kelley. The parade route was
sparkling on Wednesday July 4th for the 31st Annual “I Love America” parade. HHIA was entry 94
of 98 participants and there are more engaging stories on the clean-up and parade in this newsletter.
Our organization is a not-for-profit civic organization, led by volunteers. They take the time and
expend the effort to maintain and improve our community, Hacienda Heights. Please join us in
keeping our community a great place to live. Look at our website: www.hhia.net.
See you at the meetings, stop and say hello.

A DOG PARK FOR HACIENDA HEIGHTS?

HHIA HONORED WITH TWO BOARD MEMBERS NOMINATED FOR DISTINGUISHED
AWARD
By Scott Martin

M

arian Locke, Chairperson representing the
Las Distinguidas Award Committee of the
Greater Whittier Area American Association of University Women, approached Mike Williams asking if
the board would nominate any of our board members for this distinguished award. With the Board’s
approval, Lucy Pedregon was nominated. The required documentation was submitted and reviewed
by the Nominating Committee. The Committee was
very impressed with the documentation submitted.

N

o dog parks are located in or near our community. Advocating for such a park has been a goal
of HHIA for several years. Sandy Keat and Joan Licari,
Board Directors, recently visited all parks in the area to
evaluate which parks might be suitable and provided
the information to Supervisor Hahn’s office.

Nominees were vetted, and Lucy did not receive the
award this year. However, an exciting outcome that
accentuates the commitment our HHIA board members have towards community activism was our
learning that another HHIA board member, Joan
Licari, was nominated by the Year
Around Garden Club of Whittier
We learned Joan received the Las
Distinguidas Award presented at
an awards banquet held on
March 10, 2018 for her work as
field trip coordinator and newsletter editor of the Garden Club, a
as Sierra Club Task Force chairperson as well as her work on HHIA. HHIA is honored to have had two board members nominated for
this distinguished award, one of them having received it.

On April 19, 2018 Directors Sandy Keat and Joan Licari
met with representatives of Los Angeles County concerning the possibility of having a County Dog Park in
the Hacienda Heights area. We discovered County
planning is proceeding farther toward installing one
than we had known.
During this discussion, we found that there is currently
only one dog park in all of the Los Angeles County unincorporated areas—a pilot project located in La
Cresenta. However, the County knows there is strong
interest in such facilities and is committed to increasing that number. At the time of the meeting, the
County had almost completed an assessment of
Schabarum Park as a location for a dog park to serve
our area and Rowland Heights.
However, as of this newsletter, a location within
Schabarum Park has not been finalized. HHIA expressed concern that a location in Schabarum Park
would require paying entrance fees on weekends, usually $6 on Saturday and Sunday. Another option is purchasing an annual pass for $25. If it does end up being
located in Schabarum Park, we have received information that a special reduced price will be made available to dog walkers who want to come to the park on
the weekend.

As important is the recognition that must be given
for every board member who gives their time and
efforts to serve Hacienda Heights and its residents.

WE NEED YOUR E-MAIL ADDRESSES!!
HHIA needs your email addresses so we can send
important meeting dates and our newsletter directly
to you. In addition, sending by email saves postage.
Please send an e-mail to info@hhia.net and include
your name and address. Or when you renew your
membership, include your e-mail address.

HHIA will continue to advocate for such a facility in
Hacienda Heights either in Schabarum or at another
park in our community.

Thanks for your support! We do not supply that information to any individual, company or group.
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HHIA INVOLVED IN EAST SAN GABRIEL VALLEY AREA PLAN AND SIGNIFICANT ECOLOGICAL AREAS

L

os Angeles County is in the process of developing an East San Gabriel Valley Area Plan (ESGVAP) for County areas in the San Gabriel Valley located south of Angeles National Forest, west of San Bernardino County, North of Orange County, and generally east of the Interstate-605. Hacienda Heights is within that region along with 20
other unincorporated communities and 13 cities. The plan will govern
future development in our community. In addition, there will be a
modification of the Significant Ecological Areas Ordinance Amendment of interest to our community since we have several such open
space areas in Hacienda Heights adjacent to the
Puente Hills Habitat Authority managed lands.
The new Significant Ecological Areas Ordinance will include special requirements to be
met by developments proposed in areas that have ecological importance due to types of
habitat that will be impacted. Of great concern in Hacienda Heights are areas currently
deemed “Conceptual Ecological areas”—areas considered important for their habitat
value but currently not protected. These are located adjacent to open space of the
Puente Hills Habitat Authority managed lands. Such regions may be developed but under the proposed ordinance would be subject to environmentally friendly development.
Scott Martin, V.P. of HHIA, attended a meeting at Industry Palms centered on how to include local residents in
the planning process and how the County can coordinate the existing Los Angeles General Plan with local community plans. The Hacienda Heights Community Plan was adopted in May 2011 through a process that included input from Heights residents and coordination with State goals and policies . A land use map was created
and that plan now guides our future development. If you are interested, see:
http://planning.lacounty.gov/assets/upl/project/HHCP_Adopted_Plan_052411.pdf.
Over lay of the County

Feedback was gathered at that meeting on ways of soliciting input from residents of
unincorporated areas and ways of encouraging support by use of survey tools and advertising, developing an
understanding of the relationship between the General Plan and local community plans, including the Hacienda
Heights Community Plan adopted in May 2011.
The ESGVAP, will be the first of County area plans to be developed. It will include a comprehensive land use
analysis of the area as well as coordination with surrounding communities and their land use policies. Development of this plan will include collaboration with community residents, local businesses, community-based
organizations, public agencies and other County departments. At this time, no time frame has been set for
completion of the ESGVAP planning process.
The Area Plan is a long term project that will take several years to complete. As residents, you have an opportunity to guide the County on what is needed in Hacienda Heights. The County wants feedback from you!
Share information and, if needed, pictures about what are problems or needs in our area at: http://bit.ly/
ESGVAP_mapsocial. To participate in upcoming in-person community meetings, follow the County events
page to find out how to get involved: http://bit.ly/2KKOR6u.
HHIA advocated for changing the status of the “Conceptual Significant Ecological Areas” into formal “Significant
Ecological areas”. This would require more environmentally friendly development adjacent to open space in
the Puente Hills Habitat Authority managed lands. L.A. County has responded! According to the SEA website,
(http://planning.lacounty.gov/site/sea/2018/05/03/conceptual-seas/): “Through recent outreach meetings for
the SEA Ordinance update and the ESGVAP, we have been hearing great interest from the communities supporting the adoption of the Conceptual SEA boundaries. Because of your support and interest, the adoption
of the Conceptual SEAs boundaries will be completed along with the ongoing SEA Ordinance update in 2018.”
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JIM DAVIS BEAUTIFICATION DAY
By Lucy Pedregon

O

ver 20 years ago, a retired Captain from the Los Angeles County Fire Department
and resident of Hacienda Heights, became President of the Hacienda Heights Improvement Association. His name was Anthony James Davis, better known as Jim Davis.
It was evident he loved his community and saw room for improvement. His service
made him become a well respected member of the community. Tragically, he was
stricken with cancer and is survived by his lovely wife Malice, son and daughter. Each
year residents gather sweep/rake the sidewalks of Stimson Avenue clean in preparation
for the annual 4th of July Parade. Leaders of the Hacienda Heights community named
“Beautification Day” in his honor.
On Saturday, June 30, 2018, people gathered at 8:00 A.M. at the Hacienda Heights Baptist Church on Stimson
Avenue for this annual event sponsored by Kiwanis Club and HHIA. This year’s event Chairman was HHIA
Board Member Lucy Pedregon who requested various organizations from the community to assist in the cleanup event. The various local organizations quickly responded to the request, indicating their patriotism. What
an opportunity for members to participate in the event to support our community and national holiday! There
were Boy Scouts of America, Kiowa Chapter Order of the Arrow, Latter Day Saints Church members, Kiwanis,
Key Club, Hsi Lai Temple IBPS members and Hacienda Heights residents just like you working diligently to beautify the parade route of Stimson Avenue. Altogether, there were 167 volunteers with their own tools of rakes,
broom, dustpan and square nose shovel to complete the cleaning task. All will receive a “Certificate of Community Service” for their volunteerism!

The Jim Davis Beautification Event would not be complete and successful without the assistance of the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works. Road Maintenance Superintendent, Stuart Lillich provided orange
safety vest, gloves and trash bags with ties for the clean up! Mr. Lillich also gave safety instruction to all participants before going to their assigned areas. Deputy Arcos from the Los Angeles County Sheriff’s Department
occasionally drove Stimson Avenue making sure all volunteers remained on the sidewalk for safety. Although the morning remained cool, the
San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District, Honorable Ed
Chavez, Division 3, provided bottled water for all participants to keep hydrated! Thanks to these agencies, we were
well taken care of and successful in the cleaning event. A
sincere “Thank you” to all involved in the Jim Davis Beautification Day!

Show your patriotic colors! Join us next year!
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ENJOY SUMMER EVENINGS IN OUR LOCAL
PARKS!

CANNABIS IN HACIENDA HEIGHTS
There has been concern and varying positions on the
part of residents in unincorporated communities such
as Hacienda Heights about the regulation of cannabis
in their areas since passage of Proposition 64 that
would allow recreational and medical use, sale and
growing of marijuana . The Los Angeles Office of Cannabis Management and the Cannabis Advisory Group
has worked over the past year in preparation of a report submitted to the Board of Supervisors that
offered several options for cannabis management in
the unicorporated areas of the County.

O

ur warm summer nights are upon us. Enjoy multiple opportunities for music, performances and
movies in our local parks.
Concerts in Schabarum Park
Concerts in the Park will be celebrating 24 years of
music at this park on Tuesdays from 7—9 p.m. starting
on July 3, 2018 thru August 14th in Schabarum Park.
There is free admission. Food is available on site to
purchase from Casa Blanca Mexican Restaurant, Kentucky Fried Chicken and California Best Kettle Corn.
Come and enjoy music under the stars. Bring chairs
and enjoy the nice summer evenings with good music.
July 3rd

HHIA in comments to the County advocated for taking
time to address concerns of cost of managing, policing, licensing and location of cannabis outlets.

Cold Duck—a tradition of excellent musicianship and groovin' rhythms.

On June 19th, the LA County Board of Supervisors
chose to take no action regarding the options, citing a
need for further study that would include issues related to types of activities that would be permitted; location of cannabis retail and medical outlets, growing
and preparation of products; security and law enforcement.

July10th Mariachi de los Reynas de Los Angeles—
America’s First All Female Mariachi.
July 17th Motown Review Hitzvilel the Show—a Mo
town Review.
July 24th DSR Tribute Show. The next best thing to
Journey—true to Journey’s Legacy.

July 31st Amanda Castro (Jazz)-- an eclectic mix of
upbeat jazz that appeal to all audiences.
Aug. 7th

This allows the ban on commercial cannabis in the unincorporated areas to stay in place. However, this ban
does not affect residents’ ability to use cannabis recreationally or grow plants on their property for personal
use as guaranteed under Proposition 64.

Hot August Night—Vocalist Dean Colley
Tribute to Neil Diamond.

Aug. 14th Beatles vs. Stones—a Musical Showdown.

It was noted in the study that neighborhoods have
been dealing with illegal and unlicensed operations
currently present. Janice Hahn, our Supervisor, commented that “I take this issue very seriously and I will
continue to work with these communities and with
law enforcement to get these illegal operations shut
down quickly and permanently.”

Hacienda Heights Community Center
July 13th: The Straytones—An Acoustic Dance Band
July 2oth: A Mariachi Angeles de Pepe Martinez Jr.

July 27th: Selenamos—Selena Cover Band
Aug. 3rd: Hard Days Night—Beatles Cover Band
All events start at 7 p.m. Bring your own chairs.
1234 Valencia

(Steinmetz cont.)


Thursday Nights are Family Nights with guest
speakers, games, performances, food and resource fairs.
 Friday nights are Movie Nights.
 Saturday nights are Concert Nights.
Bring your own chairs and blankets. Check the
schedule at (626) 855-5383)

Steinmetz Park—Movies and Concerts—Family Fun
Each Thursday, Friday and Saturday
Provided by the County of Los Angeles Dept. of Parks
and Recreation
Free—6PM to 10 PM—June 14th to Aug. 4th
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HACIENDA HEIGHTS CELEBRATES “HAPPY BIRTHDAY AMERICA” JULY 4TH PARADE)
By Lucy V. Pedregon, Chair of HHIA Public Relations

A

fter 6 months of planning (7 a.m. committee meetings every month
at the Casa Blanca Restaurant), it was show time! The 31st annual
parade began at Stimson Ave. near Colima and marched to Stimson Park.
Kiwanis, sponsor of the event, law enforcement (Sheriffs & California
Highway Patrol), members from the Hsi Lai Temple, the Baptist Church,
the Hacienda Heights Improvement Association and residents in the 31 st
Annual Hacienda Heights Parade were involved in the parade! There
were 101 entries in 5 categories, competition for 1st,
2nd and 3rd place in hopes of winning Sweepstakes. Located along the parade route
were parade judges, Gena Ooi, Amy Law Shum, & Chris Richards and parade announcers Lucy Pedregon and John Eckman. Residents lined Stimson, wearing patriotic colors and waiving flags to view the parade.
At 9:00 a.m. the parade began. Following law enforcement units were
the Veterans Memorial Team, Boy Scouts of America holding 50 State
Flags, the Los Altos High School Band and Grand Marshal, Captain Tim
Murikami from the City of Industry Station. Miss 4th of July, Angelina Susanto and her Court, horses, business entries and area governmental representatives followed! HHIA’s entry was a shiny black pickup decorated
HHIA Entry
with pennants, oversized red firecrackers at each side of the truck bed
and a tall American flag waving in the middle. HHIA Board members Joan
Licari, Sigi Williams, and driver Scott Martin rode in the cab while website master Randy Black and
residents Gordon Wang and son Tommy waved from the truck bed. Walking and carrying the HHIA
banner were Mike Williams, President, and Board Member Ted Chang. Congratulations to HHIA
for winning 1st place in the Commercial category!

HHIA
takes a 1st

Other winners were: in the Commercial category 2nd place was awarded to the Kelley Team Realtors who is HHIA’s Board Member- Jennifer Kelley. Third place winner was the Manufactured Residents Association led by Ken Meng. In the Youth Category, first place was California Youth Spirit Corp led by Dolores
Cowan, second place was Puente Hills Girl Scouts led by Norma Ramirez. In the Classic Car division, first place
was a 1938 Chevy driven by Ron Contreras. Second place was a 1930 Dodge 4 door Sedan driven by Lyn Levens. Third place was a 1947 Chevy Fleetmaster driven by Joe Cabrera. In the General category, first place
recipients were the Hsi Lai Buddhist Temple, second place was the Great Commission Church and third place
was Knights of Columbus. The Equestrian category was won by the
Charros De La Puente as first place. Congratulations to all the winners
and our best to the Sweepstakes winner—the Charros De La Puente!
At the conclusion of the 4th of July Parade, spectators enjoyed post
parade activities in Steinmetz Park, including various food vendors, entertainment by Wilson and Los Altos High School bands!
Share your thoughts at the next HHIA meeting held on the 3 rd Monday
of every month, 7:00 P.M. at the Hacienda La Puente Unified School
District Conference room. Visit our website at www.hhia.net
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July 4th Parade
A good time was had
by all!
Lucy Pedregon and John Eckman
parade announcers

HHIA DONATES TO TWO LOCAL ORGANIZATIONS

A

t the June 18th meeting of HHIA, we presented $1000 checks to two local
organizations working to preserve open space in our local hills and for
educational programs about our natural environment.

HHIA presented the Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority a check for
$1000 to be used for educational programs presented by the Authority for
children and families in our area. The money was from a specially designated
fund, our Parks Improvement Fund. It was voted by the Board of HHIA at the
May 21st that it would be appropriate to move this money to the Authority.
Karen Chang, member of the Citizens Technical Advisory Committee of the Authority and Joan Licari, alternative member of the Authority Board and also
Board member of HHIA received the check.
The second donation of $1000 was awarded to Hills For Everyone. This organization
was formed in 1977 to protect the unique natural lands in the Puente-Chino Hills.
The organization was instrumental in creation of the Chino Hills State Park and for
preserving open space needed to consolidate an open space wildlife corridor extending from Whittier Narrows to the eastern end of the Puente Chino Hills. Melanie Schlotterbeck accepted the donation.
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Hacienda Heights Improvement association
P.O. Box 5235 Hacienda Heights CA 91745

To contact HHIA—Check our website www.hhia.net
Officers:
President
Vice-president
Secretary
Treasurer

Mike Williams
Scott Martin
Jennifer Kelly
Joan Snyder

mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com
martins.omegaman@icloud.com
mrsjennkelley@gmail.com
jimnjoan1999@yahoo.com

Committee Chairs:
•

Scott Martin

Code Enforcement

martins.omegaman@icloud.com

•

Mike Williams & Ted Chang

Fundraising

mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com
tedchangla@gmail.com

•
•
•
•

Jim Kleinpell

Membership

jim.kleinpell@realtyworld1.com

Lucy Pedregon

Public Relations

latinamz@aol.com

Ted Chang

Water and Utility

tedchangla@gmail.com

Sandy Keat

Parks and Recreation
Community relations

sandykeat@roadrunner.com

•
•

Mike Williams

Programs

mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com

Joan Licari

Environment
Newsletter

jlicari2013@gmail.com

•
•
•
•

David Salcedo

Public Safety and Health

dsalcedo4hhia@gmail.com

Jeffrey Lin

Streets and Highways

lindexinc@hotmail.com

Shou Jen Kuo

Zoning

shoujenk@hotmail.com

Randall Black

Website

`
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rjb.hhia@gmail.com

