June 2022

NEWSLETTER

HACIENDA HEIGHTS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION-Post Office Box 5235-Hacienda Heights, CA 91745
PRESIDENTS CORNER
By: Scott Martin
When I write these President’s Corner articles I wonder
who is reading them. What can I write that might spark
an interest in our membership to become more involved
in community activities and exercise your role in making
sure your County, Federal, and State elected officials
know you have a voice and if applicable, need to see
change.
Hacienda Heights underwent a change to our LA County
Supervisorial District lines and now is supported by 1st
District Supervisor Hilda Solis. Other elected officials
will change, or the District Number may change
continuing with the same elected official. The future will
also bring changes to our Greater San Gabriel Valley
Area Plan, changing some Zoning Classifications
allowing changes to residential development, developing
transportation corridors, and walkability to our shopping
centers.
“Change” sometimes scares people and interrupts our
normal life activities. Change is inevitable, yet we all can
have a voice in how that change takes place and all of us
have a responsibility to help plan this change for our
future generations and the vitality of our Community.
We are half way through 2022 and still struggling with
national health concerns, conflicts around the world that
affect us all in different ways, and residual effects from
food emergencies, increase in the cost of living, and
seeing a population rise in those less fortunate than us
who are without a roof over their heads. I do not have a
secret formula to fix all of this; however, being thoughtful
of other’s plight(s) and being compassionate will give us
pause to reflect on what may be going right in our
personal lives.
I will close with sharing that I will end my term as
President when 2023 rolls around and finish my 6th year
on this Board of Directors in whatever capacity the board
wishes with a focus on helping the next HHIA President

with being successful in her/his first year. I have notified
this current board and challenged them to nominate one
or more board members for this important leadership
position. Please encourage one of the current board
members to step up to the challenge and lead the HHIA
into 2023 and beyond!
In this June 2022 Newsletter a step-by-step tutorial is
provided showing how YOU can help report to LA
County a homeless encampment or someone in need of
help. Keep Reading……………..

January 24, 2022: Virtual Combined 2022 HHIA
Annual Business Meeting and Board of Directors
Meeting
HHIA Members:
To comply with our Bylaws to hold an Annual Business
Meeting and hold our January Board of Directors
meeting, a modified virtual meeting was held. To make
time to manage the required business, we had no updates
from our Law Enforcement & Public Safety officials or
our Community Representatives. Eliminating those
updates allowed time for required business activities such
as, completing the election requirements, asking our
outgoing board members to step down and seating
incoming board members, recognition of outgoing board
members and board members who left during their term
of office, the Presidents Report, Accomplishments in
2021, projects under way, and goals for the
future. Additionally, each Committee Chair (or Chairs of
“Standing Committees” as described in our Bylaws)
provided a 4-5 minute summary of their committee’s
accomplishments in 2021.
Stepping down from the board was Eleanor Haan and
Victor Yang. Coming onto the board were John Ford and
Dr. Steven Wu.

I want to thank Eleanor Haan, HHIA Secretary, for her
two years of volunteering. Eleanor was instrumental in
getting this organization’s virtual meeting capabilities up
and running and maintaining our ability to hold these
virtual meetings. She maintained copious and meticulous
information from our meetings. She regularly collected
our mail, and maintained all aspects of her role as
Secretary in support of this organization.
I want to thank Victor Yang for his one year and two
months of volunteering. Victor came on board and
completed the second half of a term vacated by a prior
board member. Victor served as the Chair for the Zoning
Committee and was very productive in that role and
supported the HHIA in the very limited community
activities we were able to attend due to COVID.
That evening Officers were selected to include:
President – Scott Martin
Vice President – Maury Edwards
Treasurer – Randy Black
Secretary – John Ford
Eleanor Haan and Victor Yang Receiving
Plaques/Certificates from Scott Martin

Please join the HHIA Board in welcoming our newest
Board Members John Ford and Dr. Steven Wu. Excerpts
from John & Steven’s Biography:
Steven:
Dr. Steven Wu, is a Gastroenterologist living and
practicing in HH and greater Los Angeles area for 18
years. Steven is a Life Member of the HHIA. His
volunteer services include the American Cancer Society
and regularly provides Disease Wellness talks. Welcome
Dr. Steven Wu.
Steven has been appointed to Chair of the Code
Enforcement Committee.
John:
John Ford, is a relator and a resident of HH for almost 30
years. He has launched and is growing a successful local
business. John is also a Life Member of the HHIA and is
married and has two children in our local school system.
I want to recognize John who immediately stepped up to
the challenge by agreeing to become an Officer of this
Corporation as Secretary when no other volunteers came
forward. Thank you John!

Revised HHIA Brochure Coming in Mandarin and
Spanish
With assistance from Shou-Jen Kuo and Adriana
Quinones, a translation of the complete HHIA brochure
will happen in Mandarin and Spanish respectively. These
brochures in Mandarin and Spanish will be available in an
electronic version (a .pdf) on the HHIA website; we hope
to have these completed and posted by July of 2022.
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Annual: Jim Davis Beautification Day and Annual
July 4th Parade -

Nomination and Election of Directors
By Scott Martin

The Annual Jim Davis Beautification Day where
volunteer organizations clean-up the streets associated
with the July 4th “I Love America” parade is being cosponsored by the HHIA and the Kiwanis. Coordinating
this event is HHIA Board Member Adriana Quinones
with volunteer support from some HHIA board members.
The Annual “I Love America” 4th of July Parade is being
sponsored by the Kiwanis with volunteer support by
community organizations. Thanks to Valley Vista
Services and David Perez, President/Owner, for again
volunteering their vintage truck and allowing the HHIA
to decorate it.
The Clean-up Day will occur on Saturday June 25, 2022,
with volunteers meeting at the Hacienda Heights Baptist
Church located at 2100 S. Stimson Ave. Please arrive by
8:00 am. Clean-up should end about noon. The parade
will be held on Monday, July 4th, traveling along Stimson
Ave. Staging for parade participants enters from Colima
Rd. going north along Stimson to Kiska. Parade
observers will gather starting north of Kiska to
Halliburton Rd.
4th of July Parade Returns
By Maury Edwards
After a two-year hiatus due to the COVID pandemic, the
Hacienda Heights “I Love America” 4th of July parade
returns. Sponsored by the Kiwanis Club of Hacienda
Heights and organized by members of the community
including Kiwanis, Hsi Lai Temple, HHIA and other
community members. The parade returns and promises to
be bigger and better than ever. Volunteers from the
community have been meeting since January to finalize
the details. Parade applications have been distributed to
the Library, Community Center and Steinmetz Park.
There is no charge for entries from non-profit
organizations, clubs or churches. There is a nominal
charge for commercial entries. Entries must be submitted
by June 22. This year’s Miss 4th of July was selected at
the Kiwanis Scholarship Dinner on May 1st. Mindy
Rodriguez, a Los Altos HS senior is this year’s Miss July
4th with runner-up Monze Lerma, a Wilson HS senior.
They both received Kiwanis college scholarships and will
represent the community at the La Puente Fireworks
show and the July 4th parade.
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The HHIA Board of Directors is only as strong and well
supported as the Residents of Hacienda Heights who are
willing to volunteer their time to maintain a 74 year old
nonprofit who looks out for our best interests. To that
end, and even though it is only June, preparing for the end
of year nomination and election of Directors and Officers
requires explanation. The following describes the
process:
1. Nominating Rules: Each Director shall be a member of
this organization for at least six (6) months immediately
preceding election. Be a permanent resident of Hacienda
Heights and a HHIA member in good standing.
2. Procedures: Nominee must be present, in person to
accept or reject nomination, except that they may accept
by written/signed statement presented by the person
making said nomination.
3. Schedule: At a monthly HHIA Board of Directors
Meeting the following occurs on the following months:
September - A Nominating Committee (5 HHIA
Members in Good Standing) and Committee Chair
(Board Member) is selected.
October/November - Nominating Committee Chair
presents a ’slate’ of Director candidates. In the Nov.
meeting the ’slate’ is presented to the combined
Board and Membership, Nominee(s) must accept
nomination (as described under ‘Procedures’)
December - Ballots to be mailed on or before
December 10th. Provided in December Newsletter
including incumbent and nominee biographies.
December/January - Completed ballots returned by
Mail to HHIA P.O. Box or hand delivered at the
Annual Business Meeting by 7:00 PM.
Making my Home and Property Safe
An unprecedented number and rise in crimes has
developed in our community of Hacienda Heights. A
proactive defense to these events can include taking a
moment from our busy lives to conduct a Risk and
Vulnerability Assessment of our property and state of
readiness.
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Assessing one’s property can include asking ourselves
‘did I lock the vehicle, am I leaving ANYTHING that a
desperate person might want’, i.e., change left in a cup
holder, a jacket, electronic equipment in plain sight? ‘Did
I park close to the curb to deter someone from crawling
under it to cut off my catalytic converter or have I
engraved my vehicle license plate number on it’? Is a
garage opener remote sitting in plain view in your
vehicle; clipped to a visor or between seats?
Assessing one’s home/property and vulnerabilities can
help immensely. Do I have a locking mailbox? Next
your home, does the physical well-being of your home,
both interior and exterior suggest the homeowner is in
charge of their safety? On the HHIA website is a Home
Security Self-Assessment tool capable of creating an
awareness and opportunity to improve your security
preparedness. Develop a Community Watch Program
for your neighborhood by contacting the LA Co. Sheriff’s
Department, Industry Station.
A Liaison Deputy is assigned to Hacienda Heights.
Deputy Jose Ruano can be reached at: Email –
jaruano@lasd.org or desk phone – 626-934-3052.
Lastly, know your neighbors, stop crime in your
neighborhood. Keep in touch and help each other out.
“See Something – Say Something”. Report suspicious
activities to the Industry Station at 626-330-3322
(Dispatch) (add to your contacts). To download a copy of
a Home Security Self-Assessment tool go to the HHIA
website under Document tab, June Reports, “Home
Security Self-Assessment”
Membership Corner
By: Geri Kleinpell

ANNUAL MEMBERS, IT’S MEMBERSHIP
RENEWAL TIME! For New Members:
Life Member: $150/one-time fee.
Annual Member: $20/yr. “Eligible
persons (or married couples) must be property/business
owners, adult residents of voting age in Hacienda
Heights.” Annual renewal reminders are mailed in June.
*A Membership Application can be downloaded from the
HHIA website (www.hhia.net) on the right side of the
home page. Click on “Membership Application”.
Remember: The annual membership cycle for the
HHIA starts on July 1, and ends on June 30.
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Contact Information for Federal, State, County:
Government & Support Services
Community Representatives
Kimberly Oliveras
Office of Supervisor Hilda Solis
1st District, LA Co. Board of Supervisors
KOlivares@bos.lacounty.gov
(213) 359-8967
John Ding
Office of Congresswoman Young Kim
39th Congressional District
John.ding@mail.house.gov
(626) 244-6105
Misty Cota
Office of Senator Bob Archuleta
32nd Senate District
misty.cota@sen.ca.gov
562-556-4163
Ramon Luquin Jr.
Office of Assemblymember Lisa Calderon
57th State Assembly District
Ramon.Luquin@asm.ca.gov
562-692-5858
Public Safety/Law Enforcement
Deputy Jose Ruano
LA Co Sheriff’s Department
626-934-3052
jaruano@lasd.org
Officer Kevin Tao
California Highway Patrol
562-868-0503 x218
ktao@chp.ca.gov

Kiwanis Announces Scholarship Winners
Kiwanis Club of Hacienda Heights announced six
scholarship winners from the 2022 senior classes of local
high schools. Selections were based on academic
achievement, leadership, service and extra-curricular
activities. Each will receive $750. Winners are: Kayla
Liu, Arroyo HS; Eric Olivera, Los Altos HS; Serena
Yang, Wilson HS; Clayton Ng, Rowland HS; Kyle Ng,
Wilson HS; and Rizza Malasador, Workman HS.
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Grand Opening: Dali Dog Park in Schabarum
Regional Park
On May 13, 2022, under a beautiful blue sky, scores of
dogs brought their Humans to Schabarum Regional Park
to conduct a ceremony to open the newest and probably
best designed Dog Park in the LA County Parks &
Recreation Department’s inventory of parks.
Of significance is the fact that the dog park has been
named after Dali (Hernandez-Trumkul), a resident of
Hacienda Heights, who with assistance from his Human,
Dr. Perla Hernandez-Trumkul, saw this wonderful
concept to fruition. Dr. Perla had the vision and support
from the Thomas Burton Dog Association. In the
beginning, then 4th District Supervisor Janice Hahn saw
the beauty in approving and funding this project. With the
change to HH’s District assignment, the responsibility to
take this project into the end zone was 1st District
Supervisor Hilda Solis who does what she does best and
made this special day happen pleasing many dogs and
their Humans.

4th of July is a day to celebrate our Independence as a
Nation and appreciate our freedoms. Celebration should
be demonstrated WITHOUT illegal fireworks…that is the
law in Hacienda Heights. “$1,000 Fine”-LASD

Illegal fireworks cause fires and distress our animals.
You can anonymously report illegal fireworks use to the
Industry Sheriff’s Station. Call: (626) 330-3322 and
HELP KEEP THE PEACE!

Recent HHIA Board Support for Activities/Initiatives
by Scott Martin
On February 9, board member and chair of the
Environmental Improvement Committee, Andrea Gordon,
read a letter she created, and approved by this Board,
during public input addressed to the South Coast Air
Quality Management District on the Quemetco Permit
Expansion Request. HHIA opposes the expansion permit
being requested. Thank you Andrea and any other board
member who contributed to the effort.

How to Contact Your Government Representatives
Hilda Solis, Los Angeles County 1st District Supervisor
https://hildalsolis.org
Young Kim, 39th Congressional District
https://youngkim.house.gov
Bob Archuleta, 32nd CA State Senate
https://sd32.senate.ca.gov

Informational: To comply with requirements to maintain
our status as a Corporation in California and our IRS 501
(c)(4) designation, the following forms have been
submitted: For the Attorney General’s Office of
Charitable Trusts: RRF-1 and a new form CT-TR-1 and
for the Secretary of State: SI-100. Our Treasure has filed
both a form 990 for the IRS and a form 199 for the
Franchise Tax Board.
March: A letter from the HHIA Board of Directors was
sent to Carl Nadela, Planning Division of the Department
of Regional Planning for the proposed Adult Care Facility
to be located at 17130 Colima Rd.
March: A letter from the HHIA Board of Directors was
sent to Lynda Hikichi, Planning Division of the
Department of Regional Planning, related to the update
made by the Lee Andrews Group on the proposed
Glenelder and La Subida housing projects.

Lisa Calderon, 57th District Assembly
https://a57.asmdc.org
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March: Scott Martin sent a letter to Principal Kimble,
Bixby Elementary School, Principal Kenfield, Wilson
High School, copying Superintendent Jimenez, thanking
them for allowing him to be Principal for a Day between
those two schools. It was an honor to see children and
young adults who will follow in our footsteps as leaders
in medicine, science, and engineering.

Step 1:

Go to: http://la-hop.org

May: In the May 16, HHIA Board of Directors meeting,
Scott Martin, President, reminded the HHIA Board of
Directors the position of President will be vacated by
Scott Martin for 2023. He asked who will step up to the
opportunity to lead this organization into the future? A
few current board members have been very vocal and
critical of Scott’s role and activities as President. He
challenged the current board to nominate a board member
who Scott will help, if wanted, to work smart and not
hard in their new role.
Closing Comments
HHIA President, Scott Martin
I hope you made your way through this version of the
HHIA June 2022 Newsletter. This newsletter and the
contributions made by a few board members reflects our
efforts to try and provide you as members with
information we gather and solicit related to the goings-on
in Hacienda Heights. Your being an informed HHIA
Member shows you care about the future of Hacienda
Heights and in being involved you are a Community
Leader. To improve upon our communications with you,
and if you use email as a medium, please email our
Membership Chair, Geri Kleinpell
(geri.kleinpell@hhia.net ) and HHIA Secretary John Ford
(john.ford@hhia.net ) and share your email address and
other contact information so we can update our
membership list and add your email address to our
distribution list.

Los Angeles County Homeless
Outreach Portal: http://la-hop.org
The following provides a step-by-step process for
submitting an online request to assist people experiencing
homelessness in Hacienda Heights/LA County with
outreach services. This tool provides you the ability to
make a difference and to eliminate the feeling of “What
Can I Do?” Take a deep breath, know you are about to
do something good for another human being and…Let’s
Get Started:
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Step 2:
After clicking on “Get Started”, on the following page
click on “Make a Request” (box)
Step 3:
“Before we begin” you will need to fill in information
from you as the requestor including a working email
address. Hit ‘continue’
Step 3.1:
Go to the email address you provided for a
Temporary Validation Code. Use that code where
requested.
Step 4:
Provide an actual address. Many times the homeless
encampment is not in front of a building or business.
Locate a building or address closest to the
individual(s). You will have a chance to provide
better details later.

Website:www.hhia.net

6

Step 5:
Provide better details of their location. Use numbers
for the date (example: 06/01/2022), a time stamp will
be provided. Complete the balance of the boxes.
Check the “I have read and understand the Learn
More section’ box then “SEND REQUEST”

Provided below are resources to report vehicles in
violation and educate you as a resident on what
constitutes a violation.
LA County The Works app.
(available through the apps store for your smart phone)

Step 6:
You will receive a confirmation for your submission
and an email will be sent to you detailing what you
submitted. Often you will receive a call from the case
worker updating you on their progress.
The Case Worker can only make contact twice and the
homeless individual can refuse service. If the
homeless individual refuses services and they have
created an eyesore (collection of junk) or present an
impact to the safety of others (*displayed behavioral
health issues, threats of violence, outward displays of
criminal activity) you can call the LA County Sheriff’s
Department, Industry Station at
626-330-3322. Describe to the Public Safety
Dispatcher (PSD):
• You have submitted a request to County
Homeless Services and the offer of help has
been rebuked.
• Describe the conditions that mandated you
calling law enforcement.
• **Strongly insist you receive a call back with a
brief explanation of what the Deputy did, what
can be expected, and in what timeframe.
*Any of these behaviors/activities do warrant a call to
the Sheriff’s Department with or without attempting
assistance from LA-HOP.

LA Co. Dept. of Regional Planning
https://planning.lacounty.gov/ze/violation
provides detailed descriptions of what is a violation.

**If at any time you feel your interactions with the PSD
and requests being made cannot/will not be met to your
expectations, immediately thank the PSD for her/his
help and request to be transferred to the Watch
Commander.
Reporting Commercial or Recreational Vehicles
Appearing to be Stored or Abandoned On Residential
Property vs. On Residential Streets:
Los Angeles County provides resources to address
commercial or recreational vehicles (RV) that have
indicators that they are being stored long-term or are
abandoned. Signs suggesting either of these include
cobwebs attaching from the ground to the undercarriage,
disassembled vehicles in driveways on jack stands,
electrical cords attached to the RVs, vehicles remaining in
the same location for weeks at a time not being moved.
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