Dear Member:
Enclosed is/are your ballot(s) for use in voting for candidates for the Board of Directors.
You may vote for six or less candidates, write-in candidates included. In the case of husband and wife, each
individual ballot must be placed in its own ballot envelops. The sealed ballot(s) envelopes should be placed in
the HHIA addressed envelope.
Each voter must sign the HHIA addressed envelope in the space provided in the upper left hand corner. This is
only for the purpose of verifying your membership and can in no way be used to identify your ballot.
Please print your name and address above your signature on the mailing envelope.
We urge you to exercise your right to vote. Those elected will speak for the Hacienda Heights Improvement Association and the community of which we are all a part.
Very truly yours,
Adria Ybarra
Nominating Committee Chairman
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President’s Corner

ANNUAL MEETING AND
ELECTION TIME FOR H.H.I.A.

This has been an extremely busy and productive year for your
HHIA Board of Directors. The Board discussed in public forum and sent over a dozen position letters on various topics
over the year including, but not limited to, Conditional Use
Permits (CUP) for St. John Vianney Catholic Church, Wildwood Mobile Country Club, 168 Market, Verizon wireless
cell sites, maternity houses and continued support of the National Park Service to control the local wildlife habitats surrounding our community. We continue to update our website
and provide informative items of interest to the community.
Please refer to https://hhia.wordpress.com and review the information provided. We also successfully participated in the
Jim Davis Beautification Day and the Fourth of July Parade
and festivities.

For the first time in several years we have more candidates than open seats on the HHIA Board of Directors.
Enclosed in this newsletter each member will find the
Voting letter with instructions on how to vote, Candidate
Statements, a Ballot and a return envelope. Please mark
the ballot as shown and mail the marked ballot back to
H.H.I.A. You may bring the ballot in the sealed return
envelope to the Annual Meeting. The ballots will be tabulated and announced at the New Business portion of the
Annual Meeting. We look forward to seeing our members at the Annual Meeting.

Other successful community projects have included the grand
openings of the Orange Grove Community Park and the Hacienda Heights Community Center and Park. We also are currently working with the County’s Department of Public Works
for the beautification and improvement of landscaping along
the walls on Hacienda Blvd. between Halliburton Rd. and the
Pomona (60) Freeway, tentatively scheduled to start construction during Summer 2015. New upcoming projects will include the widening of the Gale/Hacienda Ave. intersection

Members HHIA election
Come one—come all!
Come see the new Center.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS:
Annual meeting

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 21ST, 2015 at 6PM AT THE NEW
HACIENDA HEIGHTS COMMUNITY CENTER!!!

I want thank all the members of the Board of Directors, the
officers and committee chairs for their work this year. I also
want to recognize and thank Dickie Simmons, Field Deputy
for Supervisor Knabe, www.knabe.com. He is r esponsible
for representing Supervisor Knabe in Hacienda Heights. He is
definitely the person that has made things happen for Hacienda Heights when it relates to L.A. County. We all want to
thank Supervisor Don Knabe, www.knabe.com, for his support of Hacienda Heights during his tenure as our representative on the Board of Supervisors. He supports our community, financially and with actions that speak louder than words.
A great example is his role in the past closure of the Puente
Hills Landfill. Supervisor Knabe was instrumental in the
overall process of the recently opened Orange Grove Community Park and the Hacienda Heights Community Center and
Park. I also want to thank Angie Valenzuela, Adriana Rodriguez and Lauren Yokomizo who ar e on the Super visor ’s
staff for our area.

1234 Valencia Ave. Hacienda Heights
Light refreshments will be served.

Sincerely,

Brent R. Palmer, President
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Directions: From Turnbull Canyon Road: Go west
on Palm Ave. just north of the Pomona Freeway. From
Gale Ave.: Go west on Gale past Tur nbull Canyon
Rd. and turn left on Valencia Ave.

Our new Hacienda Heights Community Center
Maury Edwards, Parks and Recreation Chair

I

f you haven't visited the new Hacienda Heights Community
Center yet, then you've missed an opportunity to enjoy one
of the true jewels in the crown of the L.A. County Park system. The new community center opened with a gala worthy of
its status of one of the places to go in Hacienda Heights. It's
vast auditorium with a great sound stage, ample and comfortable seating and flexibility to accommodate a variety of activities is the hub of the center. An arts and crafts room, computer
room and dance studio complement the auditorium and support a large variety of programs and classes are being offered.

Landfill to become new Regional Park!

A

Jeff Yann, Environmental Chair

fter dumping more than 125 million tons of trash in the
hills near Hacienda Heights, the last trash truck entered
the Puente Hills Landfill to dump its load on Halloween afternoon, 2013. For more than 42 years, the Los Angeles County
Sanitation Districts (CSD) received trash from all over the
county at this site, with operations largely in Hacienda
Heights’ sphere of influence since 1993. Thanks to opposition from HHIA and local residents, two canyons closest to
our residents were largely spared, the landfill was pushed further up the canyons, and funds were designated to pay for
habitat preservation in the Puente Hills and much of the cost
of the new Hacienda Heights Community Center.

The exterior grounds are as equally impressive as the building
itself. Basketball courts, picnic areas, playgrounds, outdoor
stage, and exercise areas make this an park for all people of all
ages. All this and plenty of parking provides a "go to" place
for Hacienda Heights and surrounding area residents.
The center is located just north of the Pomona Freeway at
1234 Valencia Ave. with easy access from Gale Avenue or
Palm Drive. It is open daily from 9:00 am to 9:00 pm (6:00
pm on weekends) Office hours at 9:00 am to 8:00 pm. For
more information and reservations phone (626) 333-3250 or
better yet, come and visit. Susan Brown or any of her capable
staff are more than willing to help.

Now CSD works to complete the features and systems that
will keep it safe for up to 35 years while the trash slowly settles into its final configuration. This includes assuring that
the gas collection system does not rupture during the settling
process, continuing monitoring and pumping of the leachate
collection system, placement of an impervious cap, and planting cover plants that can protect this cap and other slopes
from erosion. CSD will also continue to operate the generating station the burns the landfill gas and the Materials Recovery Facility that continues to accept solid waste.
In October, the County Board of Supervisors approved
$814,000 in funding for the Department of Parks and Recreation (DPR) to complete a planning study for park development. These funds were provided by CSD, which will also
pay reasonable costs for park construction and maintenance.
Neighborhood associations around the landfill generally favor
a low-impact recreation park consisting largely of native landscaping and trails consistent with those found in the surrounding hillsides. With up to 100 feet of settlement expected for
some areas of the trash pile, this area is not suitable for construction of buildings or other facilities.

The Hacienda Heights Community Center was officially
opened on Oct. 26, 2014.

The first step for DPR’s consultant will be to prepare an Opportunities and Constraints Map. Although the park users
will likely come from residents in a 25-mile radius from the
property, special consideration will be given to those who live
within a mile of the boundaries, both as frequent visitors and
the potential for disturbance by park activities. It is expected
that a series of public meetings will be held following development of this map by summer, 2015. HHIA will stay closely
involved with the park planning process.

The new Orange Grove Park, located at the end of Orange
Grove Ave.
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Candidate Statements
Brent R. Palmer

Joan Snyder

I have been a member of the community of Hacienda
Heights since 1980. Laura, my wonderful wife of
33 years, and I have raised our now three grown children
here, whom all attended St. Mark’s K-8 School
and Los Altos High School. We have been actively involved in local community organizations such as the Cub
Scouts, Brownies, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, American
Youth Soccer Organization, various school sports teams and
organizations, and are members of St. John Vianney Catholic Church and the Hacienda Heights Improvement Association (HHIA).

I have lived in the San Gabriel Valley my entire life. I graduated from Cal State L.A. (B.A., M.A.) and have lived in Hacienda Heights for the past 45 years. For 39years, I was a
teacher in the Montebello U.S.D. My husband, Jim, and I
raised our children here where they all attended and graduated
from Mesa Robles and Wilson H. S. I helped as a scout parent and team parent in school/sports activities. I have been
involved in our community with variety of issues such as
"Dump the Dump" and the Jim Davis Beautification Day. I
have also participated in "Read Across America" at Grazide
Elementary School. Hacienda Heights means so much to our
family with many long lasting memories.

As a Board Member of the HHIA, I have served as the Code
Enforcement Chairperson and as the President. As a longtime member of this community, I have witnessed many
changes in our community and look forward to being actively involved in the continued improvements and quality
of life in Hacienda Heights.

Joan Licari
My family and four children have lived in Hacienda
Heights since 1965. I have served as a Director of HHIA
for 2 years, acting a as webmaster and Chair of the Water/
Utility committee. I graduated with a B.A. and M.A. from
U.C. Berkeley and a Doctorate in Environmental Science
and Engineering (D.Env., UCLA). I was a professor of
Earth Science at Cerritos College for 37 years before retirement. Our children, now grown, attended Grazide, Mesa
Robles and Wilson High School. Through the years I have
been active in PTA, AYSO, as Cub Scout and Brownie
leader. Since retirement I have been worked on recreational planning in the San Gabriel Valley and Puente Hills.

Sandra Keat
Sandra Keat and her family have lived in Hacienda Heights
for over 40 years. She has been on the HHIA Board for
two years and currently reports on Community relations.
Sandra graduated from California State University, Los
Angeles with a B.S. in Printing Management. She attended
Cal Poly Pomona to work on a Masters in Education. She
has retired from the Corporate world after 27 years of Management in Brand and Package Design for major food companies.

Ted Chang
My name is Ted Chang. It’s my privilege to be on the
HHIA board member election ballot. I have been living in
Hacienda Heights with my wife Li-Nai since 1984, both
are immigrants from Taiwan. I came to the States with full
scholarship in USC master’s program. I have been working
with different import & export companies since 1986 until
now, with exception of being full-time California Realtor
during 1990-1992. I have seen Hacienda Heights transformations from a lovely suburban to vibrant community over
these years. Although there are things to improve, I always
tell my friends that this is the best town to live for Chinese
American.

Sandra will be the 2015 President of the Puente Hills Republican Women Federated and currently serves on California's Republican 57th Assembly District Central Committee.

Jeff Yann
Jeff Yann and his wife Lynn have lived in Hacienda
Heights for 43 years. He has served on the HHIA Board
three separate times for a total of 16 years. He has served
as President, Vice-president, Treasurer, and now holds the
office of Secretary and chairs the Environmental Committee. He has worked to promote low impact outdoor recreation in the nearby Puente Hills and along the San Gabriel
River.
Since retirement from Edison, he has been involved in
initiation of several parks, trails, and open space preserves
in Hacienda Heights and the San Gabriel Valley. He provided leadership in opposing expansion of the Puente Hills
Landfill in three Conditional Use Permit processes and
continues to represent HHIA on a County task force as
planning proceeds for a regional park on the closed landfill.

Mike Williams
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Mike has lived in Hacienda Heights with his wife, Sigi,
for the last 29 years. Mike retired from the US Air Force
in 1979 and retired later from Hughes Space and Communications Co. in 2000. A life member of HHIA since
2002, he was the HHIA President in 2004, 2005 and 2006.
He currently serves as a Director and is Chair of the Public Relations Committee. He is a graduate of the University of Maryland. His many interests include languages
(german and Italian), lots of travel and helping to keep
Hacienda Heights a great place to live in.

2014 ELECTION BALLOT FOR TERM 2015-2016

CANDIDATE NAME

2014 ELECTION BALLOT FOR TERM 2015-2016

CANDIDATE NAME

CHECK TO SELECT

MIKE WILLIAMS

MIKE WILLIAMS

BRENT PALMER

BRENT PALMER

JOAN SNYDER

JOAN SNYDER

TED CHANG

TED CHANG

JOAN LICARI

JOAN LICARI

SANDRA KEAT

SANDRA KEAT

JEFF YANN

JEFF YANN

CHECK TO SELECT

If mailing ballot, send to:
Cut along line

If mailing ballot, send to:
HACIENDA HEIGHTS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 5235 HACIENDA HEIGHTS CA 91745
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HACIENDA HEIGHTS IMPROVEMENT ASSOCIATION, INC.
POST OFFICE BOX 5235 HACIENDA HEIGHTS CA 91745

Hacienda Heights
Improvement Association Inc.
Post Office Box 5235, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745

Annual Election Materials and newsletter!
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