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President’s Corner
HHIA has been very active in the last 6 months of 2017. On July 1st Lucy Pedregon organized a
very successful Jim Davis Beautification Day in preparation for our parade. HHIA marched in the
30th Annual 4th of July “I Love America” Parade. Also in July we had a lively discussion on the
Proposition 64 which legalized recreational cannabis. In August a presentation was made on
counting Homeless in LA County. The PIH Health Foundation did a presentation in September.
LA County Zoning/Code Enforcement was the topic in October. In November HHIA presented a
check for $500 to the Puente Hills Native Habitat Preservation Authority in memory of Barbara
Fish. There is a separate story in this newsletter (see page 3).
In December we are preparing for our 2018 Annual Meeting/Dinner event celebrating 70 years of
community improvement. The event is planned for Wednesday, January 10, 2018 at The Hacienda Heights Community Center. It is very encouraging to see so many members at our monthly
Board of Directors meetings. Our community is a great place to live because we have residents
who care about how our area is maintained.
I encourage all members to look at our various committees and volunteer to join one of them.
You do not have to be a director to be on a committee. Talk to your friends and neighbors about
how they can be part of our combined efforts in keeping Hacienda Heights a really great place to
live. On behalf of the Board of Directors, we wish all our members and all the residents of our
community a joyous holiday season.
Merry Christmas and a Happy Year…We hope to see you in 2018!

Mike Williams
President

Please join us in celebrating a special year in our history.
Wednesday, January 10, 2018
Doors will open at 5 p.m.
Dinner will be served at 6 p.m.
Members are free, non-members—a $10 donation.
Location: The Hacienda Heights Community Center
1234 Valencia Ave.
Hacienda Heights CA 91745
R.S.V.P: 626-961-7491

Current issues in the Heights
Quemetco

Sale of school district sites

HHIA continues to monitor results of soil testing of areas
around the Quemetco lead/acid battery recycling plant
located on 7th Ave. in the City of Industry. Alarm has
been raised over the years about the possibility of accumulation of lead in area soils that can cause neurological
damage, particularly in children who may play in dirt.
Homes in Hacienda Heights are within 400 feet of the facility. The plant has also received numerous notices of
violation of regulations in the past.

The Hacienda-La Puente Unified School District continues to
consider sales of several surplus school sites in order to obtain funding for construction of a new school at Wedgeworth, for many years in temporary buildings. The two sites
currently under consideration for sale are the La Subida and
Glenelder locations.
Local residents in the neighborhood surrounding La Subida
have opposed the sale and argued for preservation as a park
with opportunities for playing fields, dog park and other potential recreational opportunities. They recently collected
over 1,000 signatures on a petition in opposition to the sale.
HHIA representatives, Mike Williams, Scott Martin, and Joan
Licari met with our Supervisor Janice Hahn and her representatives to discuss possible ways of maintaining the 12.4
acre site for a park.

Major sampling was for contamination of soils in residential, school yards, and public areas. Testing by the California Dept. of Toxic Substances was concluded in Spring of
this year, however, no results have been released.
Meanwhile, the South Coast Air Quality Management District is considering a 10-year permit extension application
for continued operation. This application does not include
the 25% increase in production (opposed by HHIA) also
being sought by the company. The agency is currently
considering the need for public hearings regarding this
permit extension.

The District reports the sales are going forward. However, it
will take several years in planning, permitting and approval
of a Wedgeworth project with future opportunities to preserve some of the site for the local park.
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HHIA presents donation to the Puente Hills Native Habitat Authority
At the November 20, 2017 monthly HHIA meeting, President Mike Williams,
awarded $500 to Andrea Gullo, Director of the Puente Hills Native Habitat Authority (Habitat Authority). The money was provided as a gift from the Barbara
Fish Trailhead Memorial Fund.
At the meeting, Ms. Gullo reported the gift will be used in their Animal Ambassadors Program that provides nature workshops—an appropriate use since Barbara
Fish was an ardent supporter of nature education. The Ambassadors program is
provided by the “Nature of Wildworks”, an organization that rehabilitates wildlife
and uses non-releasable animals in educational programs at
schools and public presentations.
The Barbara Fish Memorial Fund was established in honor of Barbara Fish, a well known community activist who passed away in 2010. She was the co-creator of the annual “I Love America” Fourth of July parade which began in 1988. She was a member of HHIA for 23 years and
served 5 terms as President of the organization. Fish was appointed by then Supervisor Don
Knabe to serve on the Board of Directors of the Puente Hills Native Habitat Authority and
served there for 16 years.

Barbara Fish

The Habitat Authority manages approximately 3,870 acres of preserved public open space. The agency also
provides outdoor education and low-impact recreation such as hiking, bicycling and nature walks for the
public. The Puente Hills Habitat Preservation Authority was established in 1994 to acquire, restore, and
manage of the open space in the Puente Hills for preservation of the land in perpetuity with the primary purpose of protecting the biological diversity of the Hills. The Habitat Authority came into existence in 1994 as a
condition of approval for the Puente Hills Landfill. Funding for the Authority has come from fees on each ton
of waste deposed of in the now closed Puente Hills Landfill—once the largest sanitary landfill in the United
States.

Have a community problem?
•

Come to an HHIA meeting and ask
What you/we can do.

•

Send an e-mail to a Board member. See page
6 for addresses.

•

Check out our website www.hhia.net

•

Check your Hacienda Heights Connection for
the proper agency to solve your issue. If you
did not receive this publication, go to our
website to see a digital copy and/or request a
hard copy from the County.



Call 211 to contact L.A. County.

In Memoriam
It is with sadness that we report
the passing of Christopher Kakimi
on Nov. 18, 2017. Chris was active in HHIA for many years and
served on the Board of Directors.
He was a lifetime member of
HHIA and served on the Board of Directors for 8
years, was Treasurer for 5 years and webmaster for
several years. He will be missed by our community.
Services were held on Dec. 9, 20117.
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HHIA Celebrates Its 70th Anniversary
A look Back Over the History of the HHIA
As the celebration of our 70th anniversary of HHIA approaches, it is
interesting to look back over how our community has changed over
the years and what part HHIA has had in its guiding its development.
During Spanish rule, Hacienda Heights was a part of Rancho La
Puente operated by nearby Mission San Gabriel. John Rowland and
William Workman acquired the rancho in 1845 as a Mexican land
grant. The Lucky” Baldwin family ultimately acquired the land which
was sold in 1912 to Edwin Hart and Jet Torrance who subdivided the
area and named it North Whittier. The land was known for avocado, citrus and walnut orchards. (Wikipedia)
Our organization had its beginning when the North Whittier Improvement Association was established on June 12, 1914.
An article in the Los Angeles Evening Herald reported that the “Purchasers in North Whittier (as Hacienda Heights was
called at the time) citrus and walnut land subdivision held a meeting….at which time they organized the North Whittier
Heights Improvement association”. At the meeting they established “committees ….to make plans for citrus, walnut
and vegetable packing houses and a cannery….”. During the Great Depression, citrus growing became unprofitable and
the area gradually developed as a suburb in the Los Angeles region.
In 1947 Edwin Dow & other local activists founded the Hacienda Heights Improvement Association from North Whittier
Heights Improvement Association. Since that time, HHIA has become the representative of our community with the
County of Los Angeles. We now have a population of over 54,000 (2010 census) and an area of 11.2 miles.
The Association through its 70 years has worked to make our community a better place to live and to live up to the motto “Growing with Pride” seen on our entrance signs. HHIA has long fought battles over the expansion of the Puente Hills
Landfill and over what materials could be disposed at the facility. When information about 14,000 tons of untreated
being ash disposed of monthly in the landfill became known, $90,000 were raised for court fees against the dump.

Jeff Yann on the HHIA Board encouraged the Sanitation District’s participation in Waste to Energy Gasification—burning
of methane gas generated by the decomposition of garbage that now provides electricity to 70,000 homes and that will
continue for many years. HHIA was involved in the “Dump the Dump” opposition in 1979 and in 1986, HHIA won a court
case against the Sanitation District, halting the installation of two mass burn incinerators, in large part because of the
projected impact to air quality in the region.
HHIA in the 1980s worked with the South Coast Air Quality Management District on emission standards and violations of
regulations by the Puente Hills Landfill and Quemetco, the lead/acid battery recycling plant located in the City of Industry within a few hundred feet of residents in Hacienda Heights. In 1981 when the Landfill was enlarged to 1,365 acres to
become the largest sanitary landfill in the U.S., HHIA representatives founded the Citizens Advisory Committee to advocate to the Sanitation District on community concerns.
In last negotiations for permit extension by the landfill, HHIA was instrumental in requiring closure in 2013 and the provision of a $1 per ton fee for disposal of waste at the site. These funds are used by the Puente Hills Native Habitat Authority to purchase and manage the open space that forms our southern boundary for wildlife, for recreation, and as
open space in perpetuity .
HHIA fought over the years to remove power poles from Hacienda Blvd. with replacement underground and in having
plantings to beautify the walls along Stimson Ave. and Hacienda Blvd. We also advocated for saving and maintaining
palm trees on Hacienda Blvd. We were successful in having sound walls along the Pomona freeway to protect residents
from noise and pollution. Recently, HHIA guided the County in the development of our Community Plan, aided the
County in the Parks Need Assessment, and worked with L.A. County Dept. of Parks and Recreation on plans for a future
regional park on the now closed Puente Hills Landfill.
We will continue to advocate for the future of our community . Help us in this endeavor by supporting HHIA, coming to
meetings, and working with us in the coming years.
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What Makes a Community
By Scott Martin, Chair – Community Relations
As this year closes on us and having chaired the Community Relations Committee, I am left thinking about the
concept of “Community”. Webster defines community as “a body of people living in the same place under the
same laws; also; a natural population of plants and animals that interact ecologically and live in one place.”
I have always been thankful that our Community does live so closely with nature as seen in our hills and sometimes wildlife running down our streets. We see members of our Community in our parks and attending functions
where different cultures exchange ideas and beliefs. A Community, like an ecological entity, must grow in order
to survive. Our survival depends upon how we live with ourselves and others and how we respect the law; both
the laws of mankind and the laws of nature.
When we extend our hands to help each other up the ladder of life, with each rung of the ladder challenging our
upward movement and making us a little bit more tired, that helping hand should be accepted with no conditions.
A community is made up of thousands of hands, large and small, some very strong and some very weak. A Community accepts helping hands and builds Relationships from the strength each community member gives to the
greater good. After you finish reading this brief collection of my thoughts, please look inside yourself and recognize your strengths, and weaknesses, and ask yourself when you last extended your hand. When did you last offer
a hand in a gesture of giving?
As we rapidly close out this year, take a moment to reflect on all of the activities you participated in that supported our Community. As the New Year envelops us, plan how you will demonstrate being a member of our Community in 2018, with no expectation of reciprocity stemming from what you give but how much more you can
give.
Let there be peace in the New Year.

Front row (left to right: Joan Licari, Joan Snyder, Pres. Mike Williams, Lucy Pedregon, Sandy Keat
Back row (left to right): Jim Kleinpell, Shou Jen Kuo, Ted Chang, David Salcedo, Jeffry Lin, Steve
Rodriguez, Scott Martins
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Hacienda Heights Improvement Association
P.O. Box 5235
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745

To contact HHIA—Check our website www.hhia.net

Officers:
President
Vice-president
Secretary
Treasurer

Mike Williams
Position currently open
Lucy Pedregon
Joan Snyder

mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com
latinamz@aol.com
jimnjoan1999@yahoo.com

Committee Chairs:
•

Scott Martin

Code Enforcement

martins.omegaman@icloud.com

•

Sandy Keat

Community Relations
Parks and Recreation

sandykeat@roadrunner.com

•

Mike Williams & Ted Chang

Fundraising

mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com
tedchangla@gmail.com

•

Jim Kleinpell

Membership
Public Relations

jim.kleinpell@realtyworld1.com

•

Ted Chang

Water and Utility

tedchangla@gmail.com

•

Mike Williams

Programs

mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com

•

Joan Licari

Environment
Newsletter

jlicari2013@gmail.com

•

David Salcedo

Public Safety and Health

dsalcedo4hhia@gmail.com

•
•
•

Jeffrey Lin
Steve Rodriguez
Shou Jen Kuo

Streets and Highways
Website
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Zoning

lindexinc@hotmail.com
srhhia@gmail.com
shoujenk@hotmail.com

