
 

Environmental Report:  Aug. 15, 2016 

Submitted by: Joan Licari 

Quetmetco Battery Recycling Plant at 720 S.  7th Street City of Industry 

DTSC began testing residential, public, and commercial area soils in an area up to a ¼ mile radius around 

the plant in late June, 2016 as part of the meet requirements of Quemetco’s request for a 10-year permit 

extension.  Residents in Hacienda Heights located within 400 feet of the plant.  Areas within ¼ mile 

radius of the plant will be tested.  Residents need to sign permission for testing to occur; if you have 

not signed up, please do so.  If high levels of lead, arsenic, or other metal are found out to the ¼ 

radius, testing will extend to a greater distance.     

DTSC’s testing of commercial locations around Quemetco for lead, arsenic, and other metals is now 

complete, but DTSC has not made public the locations where soil with hazardous waste levels over 1000 
ppm were found. Testing in residential areas is ongoing. 

A meeting was held on Aug. 3, 2016 by the Clean Air Coalition (CAC) at which representatives from the 

Los Angles Dept. of Health, representatives from both Supervisors Knabe and Solis were present.  CAC 

reported to Public Health their concerns that during soil testing there has been removal of potential 

hazardous waste. Observers saw Quemetco representatives scraping away about an inch of topsoil prior to 

testing by their consultant.  Community members also reported soil removal associated with new 
landscaping taking place at several commercial locations within the ¼-mile testing radius.  

Elsa Lopez, DTSC Public Participation Specialist, was reported to be asked by a community member to 

inform DTSC’s Quemetco investigation team that new landscaping taking place in areas with potentially 

hazardous waste levels of lead.  In addition, between July 27th and Aug. 1st, Keith Kihara, Chief of 

DTSC’s Enforcement Division was told by a community member that potential hazardous waste soil was 

being removed and the new landscaping completed in named locations. Mr. Kihara was asked to find out 

where the soil was being taken and that he immediately put a stop to this.  Don Ellis of the Health 

Hazardous Material Division of LA County Fire/Emergency Response was informed by phone by a 

community member of the soil removal and new landscaping occurring in locations with potential 

hazardous waste levels in the soil. Again, the concern was expressed that hazardous soils are being 

removed and disposed of improperly.  A community member called William Jones, Chief of the Health 

Hazardous Material Division, to report the removal of soil and new landscaping. A message was left for 

Mr. Jones requesting that he or someone else from enforcement or investigation return the phone call.  

 As of August 1, 2016 neither Don Ellis nor William Jones followed up with the community member’s 

concern. Meanwhile, the landscaping was completed with a crew of 12 trucks. The CAC is concerned 

about where and how has the potentially hazardous soil been disposed of?  Who authorized brand new 

landscaping in an area where the State is currently conducting an investigation of the accumulation of 

toxic metals? 

Meanwhile, independently, CAC sponsored a residential soil testing program on July 23rd at which 

residents could bring soil samples for testing by students and researchers from USC Keck School of 

Medicine.  Soil samples were also taken from near the plant and tested by Jill Johnston, Assistant 

Professor of Preventive Medicine and Director of Community Outreach and Engagement at USC’s Keck 

School of Medicine.  These showed lead levels of 2109 ppm (current threshold is 1000 ppm. for lead). 



Samples taken from just outside Quemetco’s perimeter showed lead levels of 2482 ppm––twice the 

hazardous waste level.  So far, no action has been taken to clean these areas up.   

CAC representatives are concerned about the possibility of Quemetco skewing results of the soil testing 

being done by DTSC and also about where hazardous soil may be going.  It must go to a designated 

hazardous waste facility.   

Meanwhile, the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has completed a cancer risk 

assessment for Quemetco as a result of new SCAQMD regulations.  This study showed an elevated risk 

of cancer due to fugitive air emissions and from the stacks during plant operations.  The cancer 

burden is a population wide estimate of the total number of expected cases of cancer using conservative 

exposure assumptions.  As a result, a risk reduction plan must be developed no later than Nov. 2016 and 

the cancer burden must be reduced below the threshold of 0,5 as soon as possible but no later than 3 years 

after the Risk Reduction Plan (i.e. 2018).   

On diagram below:  

Inner red circle: soil testing for lead is beginning within this ¼ mile radius of Quemetco  

Outer circle: Area potentially to be tested for lead if high levels are found within the ¼ mi.  
Area within blue line: Area considered in arsenic risk assessment by SCAQMD. 

 

 

Puente Hills Landfill Park:   

The comment period the Draft Program Environmental Impact Report for the Puente Hills 

Landfill Park Master Plan Project, June 2016 ended on August 8,016.   HHIA submitted the 

following comments. 



 

 



 

 



 


