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Quemetco:
Still there are no results of soil testing completed in Spring received.
Background & Facility Information
From South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD):
“Quemetco Inc., (Facility ID: 008547) operates a battery recycling and secondary lead smelting facility located at
720 S. 7th Ave, City of Industry, California. It began operations in the City of Industry in 1959. The facility recovers lead from used batteries and other lead bearing materials. It operates various equipment and controls that
are subject to the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) rules and regulations and permit requirements.
The process involves three major steps: crushing, smelting, and refining. The used batteries and other lead bearing materials are first crushed into smaller pieces, and the plastic fragments (from the battery casing) are removed from the small lead bearing pieces. Second, the lead charge (small pieces) are then dried in a rotary dryer and subsequently fed into a reverberatory furnace. The high heat in the furnace converts the small lead bearing pieces into molten lead, where the impurities float to the top and are removed as slag. Finally, various
amounts of antimony, arsenic, copper, nickel, and/or tin are added to the molten lead in several refining kettles
to ultimately produce metal bars or ingots that meet different customer’s specifications. The rotary dryer, reverberatory furnace, and refining kettles emissions are fed through air pollution controls, including baghouses, a
scrubber, and a wet electrostatic precipitator. The primary pollutants of concern for this facility are arsenic,
lead, benzene, and 1,3-butadiene.
Quemetco has requested a permit modification to allow a 25% increase in daily throughput. SCAQMD is processing this permit request, and is also preparing an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The EIR will evaluate the potential environmental impacts of this proposed permit modification and will also consider the AB2588 risk reduction requirements as a component of the
project. There will be multiple opportunities for the public to provide input into the EIR. The Final EIR will include responses to all comments received and must be certified before the permit modification request can be
considered for approval.”

Rain Barrel Rebates: $35 to $75 from Metropolitan Water District:
(http://www.socalwatersmart.com/?page_id=2973
It has finally started to rain. Rain water is beneficial to your gardens and
can be captured using rain barrels. Additional benefits from capture come
from the fact that it saves water that might run off into our flood control
channels and ultimately to the ocean. Collecting and re-using rainwater for
lawns and gardens minimizes the amount of water flowing into your storm
drains, sewer systems and local waterways. Plants and microbes prefer
rainwater because it is naturally “soft” and free of chlorine, fluoride and
other chemicals.

Rain Barrel Guidelines
1. Property must have existing gutters throughout the entire perimeter of the roof for adequate water collection and
also existing downspouts
2. Minimum size: 50 gallons, Maximum size: 199 gallons
3. Rain barrel must be designed for the intended purpose of rain capture
4. Must have a cover to prevent mosquitos, rodents and debris from entering
5. The rain barrel must be mounted in a way that allows the barrel to receive all water unimpeded from a down
spout.
6. Should not block or restrict access to walkways or pathways
7. Rain barrel must be used for rain capture only and not be connected to a gray water system and/or the irrigation
system. Rain water collected must be distributed through a hose or bucket
8. Must have an overflow spigot with mosquito netting or other prevention form.
9. Should be elevated 6 inches off the ground on a solid foundation
10. Should be strapped to your home for safety if the height of the barrel is two times greater than the width
11. Maximum of two rain barrel rebates allowed per water service address.
12. Rain barrel must be purchased as an entire rain barrel. Homemade rain barrels do not qualify for rebates

Placing your rain barrel •
Choose a downspout on your house or garage that is close to the plants and garden you water most. Your other downspouts can be disconnected and directed into your yard. • Choose a downspout where your rain barrel’s overflow will soak into your own yard, and not your neighbors’ property. • Place your rain barrel on a pervious (e.g. landscaped) surface that allows overflow from your rain barrel to soak into the ground. If placed on
an impervious (e.g. paved) surface, rain barrel water overflow during heavy rains could pool or seep into your
house or garage foundation. Make sure overflow does not go onto your neighbors’ property. • You may want
to place the rain barrel on concrete blocks if you are going to use a hose to direct water to your garden (gravity
will help move the water), or if you want to fill up a watering can from the spigot (so the can fits underneath
the spigot).
Connecting your downspout to your rain barrel The Rain Barrel must be mounted in a way that allows the barrel to receive water unimpeded from a rain gutter. Tools Needed: Rain barrel. Hacksaw. Aluminum downspouts: 6 screws and a screwdriver. PVC downspouts: PVC cement. 1. Place your barrel near the downspout
you have selected, and plan out how you will direct the downspout. 2. Disconnect your downspout from the
line leading to the storm drain or curb drain by sawing the downspout above where the top of the rain barrel
will be, leaving room for the elbow to be attached. 3. Attach a downspout elbow to the end of your downspout
so that water from your downspout is directed into the rain barrel through the plastic screen vent on top. 4. If
you have an aluminum downspout, secure it to the elbow with screws. 5. If you have a PVC downspout, secure
it to the elbow with PVC cement. 6. Place your rain barrel under the downspout elbow. 7. Optional: Attach a
hose to the spigot, and/or to the overflow hole on the top-side of the barrel. Make sure that the overflow is
directed into your own yard.

Using Rain Barrel Water • Use the water collected in your rain barrel! • Water your flowers, trees, shrubs,
and lawn. • Wash your car or pets. Rinse hands and feet, tools, or muddy boots. • Keep your rain barrel lid
on tight at all times to prevent children and animals from entering or falling in. • DO NOT DRINK WATER
from your rain barrel. Maintaining your rain barrel • Keep your rain barrel spigot closed when you are not
using the water so that the rain barrel can collect water. Overflow water will spill from the black vent on the
top and the overflow hole on the side near the top. • Regularly check your gutters, downspouts, rain barrel
water intake screen, rain barrel mosquito screen and rain barrel spigot for leaks, obstructions or debris. •
Keep your rain barrel lid sealed. • Drain your rain barrel before temperatures drop below freezing. • In the
winter, keep your rain barrel spigot open so that water does not accumulate in the rain barrel and freeze.
You can also turn it upside-down or bring it inside to ensure no water accumulates in the barrel. Preventing
Mosquitoes Your rain barrel should be equipped with a mosquito-proof screen under the lid and inside the
overflow hole to keep mosquitoes and other insects out. • Place your barrel on a pervious (landscaped) surface, so that overflow water soaks into the ground instead of pooling on paved surfaces. • Keep your rain
barrel lid sealed. • Keep your barrel free of organic material. • During the rainy season, every 3-4 days use
your hand to splash off any water that may collect on the top of the barrel. Mosquitoes need at least 4 days
of standing water to develop as larva. • If you believe mosquitoes are breeding in your rain barrel, empty
your barrel completely. This will kill all mosquito larvae that may be in your barrel. If your mosquito netting
is intact and there are no leaks where mosquitoes can enter the barrel, your rain barrel should be mosquito
-free.
Controlling barrel overflow: • Adjust your downspout so it is slightly above the barrel’s mesh screen. We
recommend using an elbow and rest the downspout on the mesh. The downspout does not fit into the barrel or have a specific place on the barrel. Adjust it as you wish. • For increased water pressure, elevate your
barrel on a stand or bricks. • Make sure that all hoses extending from the barrel are directed away from
your foundation.

Report on field trip visit to the Puente Hills Native Habitat Authority:
New Preserve Hours
On Jan. 6th , I had the opportunity to take part in a field trip conducted by Andrea Gullo, Director of the Native Habitat Authority,
along with members of Citizens Technical Advisory Committee to
travel to several of the trails and trailheads under the Authority’s
management to see changes taking place. Major problems being
addressed by the Authority include the high visitor rates and the
associated parking problems associated with that high use.
Recently visitation hours have been reduced to protect the wildlife found in the area. There has been controversy over these
changes. However, heavy usage has been found in biological studies to have changed some of the natural
biological rhythms. It has particularly affected the crepuscular animals, animals that are active in the dusk
or dawn times between daylight and darkness—times when early morning hikers and other users have been
on the trails and dusk hours when later users, often just home from work like to utilize the trails. In the

Puente Hills these include cottontail rabbits, mule deer, mice, rattlesnakes, hummingbirds, songbirds, mosquitos, moths and some beetles. During that limited time, about 1.5 hours before sunrise and after sunset, crepuscular animals must carry on their activities to live and reproduce.
As the mission of the Habitat Authority is to protect the wildlife and plant associations in their management
area, they have imposed the more limited hours of human trail activity.
If you are planning hikes or other recreation on these trails, be sure to check usage hours to avoid violations
or being locked in when gates are closed in the evening hours. Check hours at:
http://

