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Working for the Community 

 

June, 2017 

Message from the President 

HHIA has been very active in the first 5 months of 2017.  In January our Annual Meeting and 
69th Anniversary of HHIA was held on Jan 11th in our Community Center.  New officers were 
elected at the Board meeting on Jan 23rd.   

At our Feb 27th meeting Mt San Antonia College Trustee Jay Chen spoke about the Mt. SAC 
Facility Master Plan and Academic Progress.  The 2nd program was the Lee Andrews Group 
representatives Edwardo Adamo and Ricardo Mendoza presented proposals on the future of 2 
excess Hacienda La Puente Unified School District properties.  At the Mar 20th meeting the LA 
County Department of Public Works presented the Colima Road upgrade project.   

At our April 17th meeting Los Angeles County Deputy Sheriff Don Busch gave an overview of 
the “Sex Offender Program” in our County.  (See more information on our website.)  The 2nd 
program was presented by the Los Angeles County Regional Planning representatives Soyeon 
Choi and Timothy Murphy on the County Housing Initiatives.  More information on our web-
site.  And at the May 15th Board meeting, the County Office of Cannabis Management gave a 
presentation on the effects and requirements of the 2016 Proposition 64, the Adult Use of 
Marijuana Act.   

We anticipate the rest of 2017 to be as informative.  We hope to see you at the Jim Davis 
Beautification Day on Saturday July 1st where we clean the parade route and see you at the 
30th Annual “I Love America” parade on Tuesday, July 4th.  The parade starts at Colima and 
Stimson and continues on Stimson to the Steinmetz Park.  See you there! 

 

We would like your e-mail address! 

HHIA asks for your email addresses so we 

can send important meeting dates and our 

newsletter directly to you.  In addition, 

sending by email saves postage.  Please 

send an e-mail to info@hhia.net and in-

clude your name and address.   

Get connected with your community 
The monthly meetings of HHIA are held at the Haci-
enda La Puente Unified School District Offices lo-
cated at: 5959 E. Gale Ave., City Of Industry, CA 
91745.      

     Meetings are held the third Monday of each 
month for of the year starting at 7 p.m. except for 
Jan. and Feb.  The next meeting is July 17, 2017. 

Hear reports from law local enforcement,  govern-
ment representatives, and discussion of new pro-
posed projects for the Heights.   

     If you have a problem in your area, let us know 
during the public comment period.   

P.O. Box 5235   

Hacienda Heights, CA 91745  

Website: www.hhia.net                        

mailto:info@hhia.net
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Our Library Is Back! 

Grand opening June 19th 

Our renovated library is open again after over a year.  

The grand opening and ribbon cutting was held  on 

June 19th at 3:30 p.m. after a $3.3 million renovation.   

Supervisor Janice Hahn presided over the ceremonies 

while stating that the project was the product of work 

by the previous Supervisor Don Knabe.   Representa-

tives from Assembly Speaker Ian Calderon, State Sena-

tor Tony Mendoza also attended the festivities.  Free 

refreshments were provided courtesy of the Friends 

of the Hacienda Heights Library  after the ceremonies.   After the ribbon cutting, local residents could enter 

and enjoy the newly renovated facility. 

It is welcomed in Hacienda Heights after sixteen months  

of closure.  There was a double loss to local users be-

cause in addition to  our library on La Monde the Row-

land Heights Library closed to be upgraded.   

Amy Boteilho is our L.A. County H.H. Librarian.  Renova-

tion of the library includes new plumbing and electrical 

connections and tables with USB connections installed 

for laptop use.  There are new children’s and teen areas 

with new furniture and carpet.  The conference/meeting 

room received a face lift as well.  Printing services are 

offered for free for up to ten pages  if you have a library 

card.  Above 10 pages will cost 15 cents.  

 While the library was closed, limited service  was offered at the Steinmetz Community Center Express Library.   

Amy Boteilho (left) receiving a certificate from Supervisor     
Janet .Hahn.  Los Angeles County Librarian, Skye Patrick, on 
right. 

A Colima Road Project Coming 

Los Angeles County Public Works has proposed a Colima Road Project (approximately $14.8M).  Plans encom-
passes Colima Road from the Whittier City Boundary to Fullerton Road and Halliburton Road from Colima 
Road to Hacienda Blvd.  The Colima Rd portion is Hacienda Heights is from Azusa Ave to Haliburton Rd and 
Hacienda Blvd to Whittier City Boundary.   

Section 1 of the project includes rubberized asphalt pavement on Colima Rd from the Whittier boundary to 
Hacienda Blvd.  The Road will remain 2 lanes plus a bicycle  lane in each direction.  

Section 2 of the project is Haliburton Rd from the intersection of Hacienda Blvd to the intersection with Colima 
Rd and Colima Rd from Haliburton Rd to Azusa Ave.  Section 2 planning for these roads will reduce the median 
from 16 feet to 12 feet and include landscaping of the medians.  Traffic each way will change from 2 lanes plus 
a bike lane to 3 lanes plus a bike lane.  In addition, signals will be updated with sensors in the pavement to 
sense presence of vehicles as well as timing to assist in freer flow of traffic.  Planting in medians will be with 
drought tolerant foliage and coverings.   



3 

Possible Sale of the La Subida and Glendelder School Properties  
Representatives from HHIA attended a meeting with representatives from Supervisor Janice Hahn’s office to dis-
cuss the proposed sale of currently closed school sites Hacienda La Puente Unified School District properties.  In 
2010 the District declared the two site as surplus property.   The La Subida site is 12.5 acres while the Glenelder 
site has 10 acres.   The District indicates costs of maintenance and need for funds to upgrade current school sites 
resulted in a recommendation to declare the properties surplus and for sale.    

The HHIA meeting with representatives of the Supervisor resulted from a presentation at a monthly meeting at 
which a community outreach presentation was made by the Lee Andrews Group of Los Angeles and a broker, 
Tierra Developments of Newport Beach about proposed sale of the La Subida and Glenelder sites.   Alternatives 
to a sale to developers were discussed.  HHIA is interested in possible park and recreational developments  or 
the preservation of the sites for use as schools in the future if needed, recreational use in the interim with po-
tential cooperation between the County Parks and Recreation and the School Board. 

On June 5th and 6th, consultants contracted by Hacienda La Puente Unified School District held public meetings 
to receive input from the residents about the proposal to sell the two sites.  Residents attending were generally 
opposed to the sale, indicating that the two sites should be preserved as parks with playing fields, possibly a 
gym, aquatics center, or perhaps a dog park.  At these meetings, completion of the bidding process was suggest-
ed to be as early as this July.   

In 2016, a park assessment study was completed throughout the County.  HHIA took part in a study of our parks 
and in the public meetings for the countywide project that were held at the Hacienda Heights Community Cen-
ter.   The assessment indicated that our area was deemed as lacking in park facilities.   

At the park assessment meetings, residents indicated what they thought the community  new facilities were 
needed and what existing parks required upgrades.  The top ten priority projects needed were:  1. dog park, 2.  
an indoor aquatic center, 3.  additional covered picnic areas, 4. a local gymnasium, 5, improved ADA access in 
existing parks, 6. a skate park, 7. a community garden, 8. replacement of picnic tables, 10. perimeter paths at 
existing parks.    

HHIA suggested at the meeting with Hahn’s representatives that funds from the recently passed Park Bond 
Measure A might be available to  possibly allow for development at these school sites that would meet our com-
munity needs rather than sale to developers.   Also explored was the possibility of a joint partnership between 
the school district and the County Dept. of Parks and Recreation that might allow use as parks with the Parks De-
partment maintaining the sites with a possible future reversal to school sites if changing age distribution re-
quired  

At the La Subida meeting on June 6th meeting, residents expressed major opposition to the sale of that site.  
They indicated that they consider the site a valuable resource to the community as a possible park with playing 
fields.  Currently the site is heavily used for local AYSO soccer organizations.  Attendees also questioned whether 
the property is truly surplus, citing the many temporary buildings used as classrooms in the District.  An estimat-
ed 77 homes are projected for the Glenelder site although no projections for number of homes is available for 
the La Subida site. 

Consultants indicated the investigations related to the sale were conducted a long time ago and attendees 
charged that things have changed since 2010.  School bonds have been approved by voters in the 2017 election 
to provide District funds.  Also in 2010, possible sale to Los Angeles County Dept. of Parks and Recreation was 
not possible.  In the last election, bonds for park land purchase were also approved.  Attendees pointed out that 
an alternative to the sale would be provide a badly needed park in the area.   Student numbers could change in 
the future and if the properties are lost to the District, no other areas of open space are available for new 
schools if needed.   

 If you could not attend these meetings, send your comments about the sale to the District representatives at 
15959 E. Gale Ave., City of Industry CA 91745 or info@hlpusd.k12.ca.us.  The consultants indicated that there 
will also be future public meetings that are yet to be scheduled.  Also attend HLPUSD Board meetings to ex-
press your opinions.  Check http://www.hlpschools.org/board for dates. 
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The Jim Davis Beautification Day and July 4th parade are 

coming! 

Jim Davis Beautification Day—July 1st  

In preparation for the annual Hacienda Heights “I Love America Parade” on 
July 4th, the Jim Davis Beautification Day will be celebrated on Sat. July 1st.  
Each year at this event, local organizations  and residents come together to 

clean discarded paper and other waste along the July 4th parade route.  HHIA has been involved with the ac-
tivity since its beginning along with help and sponsorship by the Kiwanis of Hacienda Heights.   

Each year HHIA has been successful in mobilizing 200 or more volunteers  the Saturday before the parade to 
sweep up trash, leaves, bottles, cans and other debris along the route.  The Los Angeles County of Public 
Works supplies bags, gloves and safety vests while several businesses provide water and donuts for partici-
pants.   

This year activities will begin at 8 a.m. when participants will gather at  the Hacienca Heights Baptist Church on 
Stimson Ave.  Instructions will be given for the clean-up by L.A. County Dept. of Public Works that will take 
place along Stimson Avenue--the route of the July 4th parade.  Please bring your own rake, broom and dust 
pan.  Children must be 11 years old to participate. 

Many groups in the past have supported the activity including the Hsi Lai Temple, St John Vianney, the first, 
second, and fifth Wards of the LDS Church and their youth organizations, plus three Boy Scout Troops: 620, 
684, and 710.  This is an activity in which all groups or individuals in the community can participate.  Groups or 
individuals interested in being involved:  

 Meet at the Hacienda Heights Baptist Church— 2100 S Stimson Ave, Hacienda Heights, CA 91745.   

  Contact: Lucy at cell 626-675-1701 

- 

 

July 4th Hacienda Heights — “I Love America Parade” 

  

Each year following the Jim Davis Beautification 
Day,  a grand parade featuring local kids, groups, 
bands, horse units and local politicians from the 
County and State makes its way from its starting 
point on Stimson Avenue at Colima, down Stimson 
Ave. to its end at Steinmetz Park where there will 
be booths, food stands and entertainment.  This 
parade began in 1988 headed by Barbara Fish and 
Nancy Abbott.  It was sponsored, as in all years, by 
the Kiwanis.   

HHIA’s first entry featured recycling with three 
members dressed as trash cans.  HHIA has had an 
entry every year and has won several awards. 
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What is happening at Quemetco? 

We are still awaiting results of the soil tests that the California Department of Toxic Substances Control that were con-
cluded several months ago from areas around the Quemetco Inc. on 7th Ave. at the Hacienda Heights boundary, a facili-
ty that recovers lead from used batteries and other lead bearing materials.  Results should be available sometime in 
June.  Starting early this year, residents within 1/4 mile of the Quemetco Lead/Acid Battery plant in the City of Industry 
volunteered to let representatives enter their properties to acquire soil samples.  Following sampling of public right of 
ways such as streets and parks, residential areas were tested and most recently additional samples were obtained from 
industrial sites in Industry.  The testing program is part of the permit that Quemetco has submitted to extend operations 
for ten years.  

There is also a separate application by Quemetco to the South Coast Air Quality Management District to increase their 
production by 25%.  In 2016, the SCAQMD required Quemetco to develop a plan to reduce air emissions of arsenic that 
had been affecting an area to the northwest of the plant.  The plan submitted by the company was rejected in February 
of this year and is required to come up with additional measures to reduce arsenic reductions.   

Since the Department of Justice forced the Exide battery recycling plant to close its facility in Vernon because of years of 
criminal violations of safety regulations, Quemetco remains as the only one lead-acid battery recycling plant west of the 

Rocky Mountains. The plant has been in our community since 1959 and is now entirely surrounded by homes and 
schools.  Some Hacienda Heights residents live as close as 400 feet from Quemetco.  

There is concern about the impacts long term exposure these resident may have experienced.  Lead is not the 
only metal of concern.  Preliminary results of studies in the area indicate there may be potential health im-
pacts from not only the lead and arsenic but also from cadmium, antimony levels also subjects of the study.  

U.S.C Keck Medical Center Offers Free Testing for Lead For                         
Hacienda Heights Children 

The U.S.C. Keck Medical Center has joined with the Clean Air Coalition of Avocado 
Heights to evaluate metal accumulation in the bodies of local children.  The study in-

cludes an evaluation of children from the Hacienda Heights and Avocado Heights regions, ages 5-12 years of 
age, who have lived in the area for the past two years and within 2.5 miles from the Quemetco plant. 

     On June 4th parents brought their children to the Hacienda Heights Community Center for the free testing.   
Testing will be for metals including lead, arsenic, antimony and cadmium.  Also, a part of this study will include 
investigations on the route metals take to be included in human tissues.  Urine samples and fingernail clippings 
from the children were collected.  Urine samples indicate recent contamination while fingernails will indicate 
results of accumulation over longer periods.  Results from this study will ultimately be compared to similar in-
vestigations in New Hampshire and Texas.  Health risks of lead for children not known well.   

     Our local study will include 100 children.  Parents were also asked to participate in a dietary survey since 
some foods such as rice based products and fish may contribute metal concentrations.  Additionally,  a part of 
this study will include investigations on the route metals take to be included in human tissues.   

 

 
You can still participate in the METALS study led by USC scientists even if you couldn't 

make the previous event! Please contact Professor Jill Johnston to ask that researchers 

come to your home to collect samples from your children. It takes about 30 minutes per 

child and you will get a $30 Target gift card for each child. 

Contact:  Jill Johston at:  Phone:  323-442-1099     Email:  jillj@usc.edu 

mailto:jillj@usc.edu
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Summer Concerts in the Park! 
Enjoy an evening in the park  

The Puente Hills Concerts in the Park Board of Directors, 
proudly present the 2017 concert series celebrating their 
23rd Anniversary of concerts in Schabarum Park.  This sum-
mer showcases an extraordinary talent of musicians, 
bands, and entertainers.   

Mark your calendars: 

 June 27th     Cold Duck: 7-9 p.m.  Groovin' rhythms. 

 July 4th:       No concert:  Happy Fourth of July! 

 July 11th:     Hot August Night Band:  7-9 p.m.  The best Neil Diamond sound-alike and look-alike tribute  
 act.    

 July 18th      Blue Breeze Band:   7-9 p.m.   Motown R & B, Soul, Funk, Jazz and Blues. 

 July 25th      Amanda Castro:   7-9 p.m.  An eclectic mix of upbeat jazz.   

 Aug. 1st       Beatles vs. Stones:    7-9 p.m.   A Musical Showdown. 

 Aug. 8th      Mestizo LA:   7-9 p.m.  Latin Jazz and Chicano-style music.   

 Aug. 15th    The Wise Guys - Big Band Machine:   7-9 p.m.   18 Members - Big Band Vegas Swing. 

The events are supported by Los Angeles County Parks and Recreation Department.  This is a great way to 
spend your Tuesday evenings with food, family, friends, and community.  Admission and parking are 
free. Food, beverages and desserts are available from KFC, Casa Blanca, and Kettle Korn.    

For more information on these performershttp://www.concertsinthepark.com/schedule.html 

Bring your friends and family every Tuesday night for fun, food and good music!  

HHIA mourns loss of Jeff Yann, long time Board member 

Jeff Yan, a life member, and for many years a member of the HHIA Board 
of Directors died in a snorkeling accident at the end of last year.  As a 
member of HHIA he was an environmental leader in our local area and 
the San Gabriel Valley.  He served on the Board of Directors, as president 
and vice president for several terms.  He also chaired the Environmental 
Committee and as secretary.  He was leader in the “Dump the Dump” 
committee and worked to obtain a $1 fee for disposal of each tone of 
garbage and landfill closure in 2013.  Money from this fund was used to 
construct the new Community Center and purchase of land for the Na-
tive Habitat Authority in the Puente Hills.  He is sorely missed. 

Check out our new website 

Steve Rodriguez, the new addition to the Board in January has reorganized our website.  The address is 

www.hhia.net.  Each month reports submitted from each of the committee chairpersons are uploaded along 

with minutes from the previous meeting.  In addition, any important information about community happen-

ings will be highlighted.   



7 

                                                    HHIA MEMBERSHIP FORM  

Date of payment _____________ 

First Name __________________________ Last Name __________________ 

Street ______________________________ Hacienda Heights, CA 91745  

Phone _____________________________  

If you would like to receive announcements of meetings, activities, please provide        

an e-mail address.  E-mail address: ___________________________________  

(Your e-mail address will not be made public to any other organization or person.)   

Annual Residents Dues $20 _____ Life membership Dues $150 _____  

Newsletter Administration Donation $10 __________ 

Enclosed is a check for $ ______________ Renewal ______ New Member ______ 

Please tear off this portion, place in an envelope and mail.  

Mail check to:  HHIA    P.O. Box 5235  Hacienda Heights, CA 91745  

Have a community problem?   

• Come to an HHIA meeting and ask 

what to do. 

• Send a e-mail to a Board member. 

• Check out our website www.hhia.net 

• Check your Hacienda Heights Connec-

tion for the proper agency to solve 

your issue.  If you did not receive this 

publication, go to our website to see a 

digital copy and/or request a hard copy 

E-mail Addresses would be helpful! 

As you fill out the membership form above, 

please consider including your e-mail.  It 

would allow HHIA to contact you when im-

portant community information needs to be 

announced quickly to our residents.  In an 

unincorporated area such as ours, without a 

local publication, it is difficult to let people 

know about events and problems.   

 

Join your local community 
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To contact HHIA—Check our website www.hhia.net 

Officers: 
President  Mike Williams     mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com   

Vice-president  Troy Goodspeed  gunnygoodspeed@yahoo.com 

Secretary  Lucy Pedregon  latinamz@aol.com  

Treasurer  Joan Snyder  jimnjoan1999@yahoo.com  

 

Committee Chairs:       

• Troy Goodspeed     Code Enforcement      gunnygoodspeed@yahoo.com 

• Mike William & Ted Chang Fundraising      mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com 
            tedchangla@gmail.com  

• Jim Kleinpell  ` Membership      jim.kleinpell@realtyworld1.com  

•      Public Relations      

• Ted Chang              Water and Utility     tedchangla@gmail.com 

• Scott Martins   Parks and Recreation          martins.omegaman@icloud.com 
                 Community Relations         

• Mike Williams                                  Programs                            mikewilliamsinhh@roadrunner.com       

• Joan Licari                                        Environment                      jlicari2013@gmail.com 

• David Salcedo   Public Safety and Health   dsalcedo4hhia@gmail.com    

• Jeffrey Lin    Streets and Highways     lindexinc@hotmail.com  

• Steve Rodriguez   Website      srhhia@gmail.com  

• Joan Licari   Newsletter                  jlicari2013@gmail.com 

• Shou Jen Kuo   Zoning       shoujenk@hotmail.com  
    

 
Hacienda Heights Improvement Association 
P.O. Box 5235  
Hacienda Heights, CA 91745 
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